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Mr. Butcher: That is incorrect.

Mr. SCADDAN: It is absolutely cor-
rect; no other man could get there in
time for nomination. I contend that the
time has arrived when the people shounld
be given another opportunity fo express
their opinion of the policy of the Govern-
ment, outlined by the Premier, and as to
the administration by the Government of
the departments. Members should c¢on-
sider the question from that standpoint,
not from the standpoint of extending the
tenure of Parliament so as to avoid res-
ponsibility. If this is done I am satis-
fied that in the very near future, as the
resnlt of members going before the peo-
ple, we will dbtain an alteration in policy
and in the administration of the depart-
ments. )

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.47 p.m.

Aegislative Fssembly,
Tuesday, 11th October, 1910.

Mr. Holman's Police Court Fine
Privilege : Mr. Brown and mOﬁce of Proﬁt,

Press mtervmw . -
Papers presente: 837
Question : Gomﬁe!ds Water Supply, ‘meter renta 837
Motion : Want of Confidence in the Government 838

The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
p.m., and read prayers.

Mg, HOTAMAN’S POLICE COURT
FINE.

Mr. Brown having given notice to ask
the Attorney Cleneral: Has the fine of
£25, inflicted on the hon. member for
Murchison for assisting in a strike been
paid? If nof, why not?

Mr. HOLMAYN said: I can answer that
question now: The fine has not been paid,
nov have the eosts been paid, nor will they
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ever be paid, nor have the two months
been done.

PRIVILEGE—MR. BROWN AND AN
OFFICE OF PROFIT.
A Press interview.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): On a
question of privilege, I desire to draw
your attention, Mr. Speaker, to a para-
graph in an interview granted by the
member for Perth, or the ex-member for
Perth as he is in my opinion, to a news-
paper during the last few days, It
referred to the matter T brought
forward in the Hbuse last week, in
which T asked your ruling as to whether
the member for Perth was in order in sit-
ting in this Chamber as he had aceepted
an office of profit wunder the Crown.
Since then Mr. Browa has given an inter-
view to the Press, an interview which con-
tains more than one deliberate untruth,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not use that expression in the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdraw it, but I
will say that the statement is absolutely
ineorrect. In the first place Mr. Brown
in his interview with this paper said—

I have nothing to hide, nothing to be
ashamed of so far as I can see, and I
have eertainly not abrogated my fune-
tions as a legislator any more than has
Mr. Holman on several occasions.

That means that I have received payment
from the Crown for services I have rem-
dered. T desive to give that an emphatic
denial as T bhave never recerved a solitary
appointment from the Crown in any re-
spect, nor have I received any payment
from the Crown in connection with any
matter. Further on in the interview Mr.
Brown says—

Mr. Holman was nominated as asses-
sor for the plaintiff (Barry) and at-
tended two sittings of the arbitrators,
who verdicted for Barry with eosts. 1
was entitled to a guinea a sitting under
the Act, and T was paid two guineas for
two sittings. Mr. Holman eclaimed five
guineas for t{wo sitiings and reeeived
three—a puinea more than he was leg-
ally entitled to.

Tn the fivst place T was assessor for Barry,
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and I took the case up when the Crown
declined to hear him. He was legally en-
titled to compensation and T fought the
case right through, giving a guarantee for
the expeuses of the solicitor who took the
case up after I had pushed it on as far
as T eould. At the time I brought the
matter of Mr. Brown’s position hefore the
Hounse T had mever received a penny from
Barry, nor one penny for any sitting T
had as assessor in conneetion with the
case.

Mr. SPEAKER: T may point out that
it is no question of privilege; the hon.
member may make an explanation.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am drawing atten-
tion to an absolute misstatement. aund T
will ask the member who made Ul to with-
draw.

Mve. SPEAKER: It is not a question
of privilege.

My, HOLMAN: | should like to know
then what it is.

Mr. SPEAKER: You may make a per-
sonal explanation.

Mr. HOLMAXN : T bave no explanation
to make.’

Me. SPEAKER:
auestion of privilege.

Mr. HOLMAN : My point is that divect
misstatemenis have heen made in eonnee-
tion with the matter T brought before the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER :
guestion of privilege.

Mr. HOLMAN: Your decision now is
in accordanee with a good many rulings
vour have given.

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon. member
intends to reflect on the Chair T will fake
further action.

Mr. HOLMAX: Very good.

Mr. SPEAKER: I rvule that the mem-
ber cannot speak to the question as one
of privilege, as it is not admissible as
such; he may make a personal explana-
tion.

Mr. HOLMAXN: Well, I will make a
personal explanation if that will suit vou.
Tn connection with that matter T have
never received one penny for sitting as
an assessor of Barry. It was thrown out
by Mr. Brown that I should be in the
same porition he was in when the matter

Well, it is not a

That really is no
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was hrought before the House, It was
then that I asked for two guineas so that
[ was not in the same position as M.
Brown. At the time T brought the
matter of the member for Perth up T

had not received ome penny as as-
sessor. 1 have not reeeived three
guineas.  Mr. Brown says that he has

only received two guineas, but he has
received three.  The matter T wish to
draw attention to—and T elaim there is a
question of privilege conneeted with it
—is partieularly inelnded in the following
paragraph from the paper. which is a
further portion of the interview with Mr,
Brown—

Further. it T have rendered myself
liable to loss of political place and pay.
Mr. Holman and other Labour mem-
bers arve liable in the same way for
having acted on varions Roval Commis-
sions.

T claim the profection of the Chair, for
1 never received payment for. nor acted
upon, a Royal Commission. When mis-
statements are made such as those in eon-
nection with a matiter brought before
the House, then a member is entitled to
claim the proteetion of the Chair and ask
that tliese misstatements should be with-
drawn. I eclaim the privileze I have in
this House and ask for the statements
to bhe withdrawn.

The Premier rose to speak.

Mr. HOLMAN : If a person, supposed
to be a member of this House. makes un-
true or deliberate misstatements, then, if
he has a particle of manliness in him he
should withdraw those statements on the
matter being brought forward and the
statements being denied.

Mr. Brown: I will reply to yvou when
the papers are on the Table.

The Premier again rose to speak.

Mr. HOLMAX: One, however, does not
expect that from the member for Perth.
As T say, if he has a parcticle of manli-
ness in his whole carease he should with-
draw.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is offensive, and
the hon. member must withdraw it.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdraw it, and
will say this, that it is most offensive for
a man to make a deliberate misstatement,
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which lhe knows to he such, and is not
man ‘enough to withdraw it.
shows what the man will do when he de-
liberately acied as a tool for the tramway
company and received a gold pass for
doing so.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdraw that latter statement, for
it 15 an offensive remark.

Mr. HOLMAN: I will withdraw it in
aceordance with your desire, but I move—

That the member for Perth be ashed
to withdraw the deliberate misstatement
he made with regard to me when he
made this statement to the Press.

Mr., SPEAKER: I cannot accept such
a motion,

Mr. HOLMAN: You will not acecept
anything.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): I rise to
a point of order. I submit that the mo-
tion is fair and should be taken., A state-
ment has been made and the first oppor-
tunity is taken by the member aggrieved
to deny it. The member’s privileges, his
character, and his honour have been at-
tacked, as & memwber of this House, not as
a private citizen, for he is a member of
Parliament, and is seriously aecused of
things which, if true, would render him
not only odious as a citizen, but would
show that he was unfitted for the per-
formance of his public duties. It is
moved, when the wmisstatements are
‘pointed out, that the member guilty of
the offence of making them should be
asked to withdraw. Surely that is the
mildest possible form in which to obfain
a correetion, the clearing of this House
from aspersions cast upon it by one of ifs
own members. It is not upon the char-
acter of John Holman that we have to
consider this point, but the character of
the member for Murchison. The con-
stituency is affected, the country 1s
affected, the honour of the House is af-
fected. It is bad enough to let the man
in the street throw mud at members of
this Assembly, but when ithe man who
does it is a member. whom we ean deal
with, I submit that it is within the pro-
vince of this Honce to do so; and the
House proposes, thvooeh this motion, to
deal with the matter in the most polite

It only
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manner possible by asking the member to
withdraw statements that are averred to
be absolutely untrue,

Mr, HOLMAN (Murchison): I give
notice that to-morrow I will move, “That
Mr. Speaker has shown by his bias and
prejndice that he is unworthy to fill the
Speaker’s position.”

Mr. Walker: No, no.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
rust withdraw that stabement, if be does
not do so I shall expel him from the
House. .

Mr. HOLMAN: I will withdraw that,
bat I will give notice that to-morrow I
will move, “That Mr. Speaker does not
possess the confidence of this Assembly.”

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I have
pointed out previcusly that when an hon.
member drew attention to certain state-
ments made by another hon. member on
a publiec platform, and when the matter
was brought before this House, that the
then Speaker ecalled upon the member
who made the statements to snbstantiate
them or withdraw them, and that the hon.
membar, not having been able to substan-
tiate the statements, withdrew them.

The Minister for Works (Hon. H.
Daglish) : What statements were those?

Mr. SCADDAN: Statements in which
the member for Murehison and the mem-
ber for Guildford were conecerned.

Mr. Walker: A motion has been moved,
and you, Mr. Speaker, cannot refuse {o
aceept it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
knows full well that Standing Order 139
provides that—

Any member complaining te the
House of a statement in a newspaper
as a breach of privilege, shall produce
a copy of the paper containing the
statement in question, and be prepared
to give the name of the printer or
publisher, and also submit a subsian-
tive motion declaring the person in
question to have been guilty of con-
fempt.

I am not aware of anything which has
taken place in the newspapers. .

Mr. Walker: That is practically what

has been done.
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Myr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
knows the procedure full well.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): It has
often been ruled by you, Mr. Speaker,
that von go on precedent. If a precedent
has been established, you have followed it,
A precedent has been established in con-
neetion with a matter of this deseripiion:
that precedent was in my own ease, I
made a speech at Kalgoorlie and uttered
ane or fwo words which were offensive to
hon, members; the matter was brought up
in the Honse exaetly as has Leen done in
this case and 1 was called upon (o with-
draw by lis UHonour t(he then Speaker.
It had uothing In da with a newspaper
at all, it was a  matter where it was
claimed that | had refiected on a member
and 1 was compelled fo withdraw. That
precedent having been established and a
ruling having heen given by a previous
Speaker, I contend that the hon. member
for Murehison i= enfitled (v pursue the
course that he has adopted.

Mr. SPEARER: [ differ
roling.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) : With all
due respect, Mrv. Speaker, you have not
appreciated the full sense of the maiion
of privileze. A privilege motion may not
concern a newspaper at all. You ean
have privilege without hringing in a news-
paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: T am faMy awave of
thaf.

Mr. WATLKER: This is one of those
cases. I say that the hon. member has
taken the only course he conld take. One
hon. member in this House has been guilty
of an waceusafion against another hon.
member. The aecuser is present; it is
within your jurisdietion and yon eanuot
refuse to aceede to his request. He has
made charges and he has concluded with
a most respectful motion, which is in the
character of privilege. He has concloded
with a motion that you ask the hon.
member to withdraw these charges which
are untrue according to the statement of
the member for Murehison., and if they
are true they should be substantiated.
Youn have that power: von are the guard-
ian of the privileres and righis of every
member in this House and when vour
aftention is drawn te such a matter, most

fram that
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respectfully I subwit that it is your duty
to see that one member wronged by aun-
other shall be righted as far as you have
the jurisdiction {v do it. I submit that
the motion which has heen moved is in
perfect order. We cannot allow the mat-
ter to rest; i would look like the House
endorsing what the hen, member for Perth
had said; it would lock like von. Mr.
Spenker. helping the hon. member for
Perth to abuse the character of an hon.
member, and instead of this House up-
holding its dignity it would be held up to
the xcorn and eontempt of every lover of
justice and  ftaiv play  throughoul the
length and breadth of the ecountry. 1f an
error of judement has caused you te put
a wrong eomstruetion on this matter, even
now it wight not he too late to alter your
decision.

The PREMIER (Hon. Fraok Wilson) :
I should like to point out te yow, Mr.
Speaker, and also to members opposite.
that the case in which the member for
Guildford made some remarks in a speech
at Kalroorlie. to which there has been
some reference, was brought before the
House by Mr. Holman, the member for
Munrehison. and Mr. Speaker said on that
oeeasion—

The hon. member must hear in mind
that if he ohooses to bring a matter
forward under privilege, he must do so
in connection with an aceusation made
against him as a member of this House.
I do not know if the hon. member is in
order in bringing bhefore the House any
matter that may have oceurred in
cancas. The hon. member is justified
in bringing forward any suggestion in
regard to his eonduet made against him
as a member of the House, but matters
dealt with in eancus are not fit matters
to be brought before the House on a
question of privilege.

The hon. member was not cailed upon to
withdraw but on his own initiative he
got up and apologised for the remarks, at
the same time saving that he was not
proud of the speech he made in Kalgoor-
lie and that be deeply repreited that his
feelings should have got the besf of his
judgment.
AMr. Bolton: He was a man,
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The PREMIER : That is not the ques-
fion. ‘There was no demand from the
Chair that the hon, member shonld with-
draw the statemenis he made.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
at liberty to make a personal explanation.
just as any other hon. member.

Mr. BROWN (Perth): I am not re-
sponsible for what appears in the Press.
I told the interviewer distinctly that T
was nof in any weorse position than other
hon. members who had received money
from Royal Commissious and T also stated
that in Mr. Haynes® bill of costs an item
appeared. “J. B, Holman, 5 guineas.” as
his fees as assessor In the ease of Barry
versus the Crown.

Mr. Walker: For Barry.

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Holman was al-
lowed three guineas which came from the
same source as the money that I received.
I was no worse in accepting this fee than
Mr, Holman who got his fee either
directly or indireetly from the Crown and
no different from other hon. members who
have sat on Royal Commissions. I say
again, that if Mr. Holman wants to un-
seat me, let him take the constitutional
means of doing so.

Mr. HOLMAN  (Murchison): The

statemant made in eonnection with myself
i= as follows:—

Further, if T have rendered myself
liable to loss of political plaee and pay,
AMr. Holman and other hon. members
are liable in the same way for having
acted on various Royal Commissiens.

That is au absolute misstatement, 1 have
never acted on a Royal Commission and
never received payment for serviees from
the Government in any direction. As far
as Barry’s case and many other compen-
sativn cases are concerned, T have acted
on them and T have secured thonsands
of pounds for injured persons and their
relatives and I have never received a
solitary penny piece. In connection
with Barry's ecase T have never re-
ceived a single penny for acting #
assessor  until  last Wednesday, when
T asked deliberately that I should receive
that amount se as to give Mr. Brown
every chanee against me. The statements

837

he has made against me are absolutely in-
eorveet. As I have already stated, a per-
son with a shadow or spark of manliness,
it he was worthy of the name of man,
would withdraw in a moment, and if there
was anything behind him le should come
tforward and prove it. [ am entitled to
say that the stalements made against me
by My, Brown are absolutely meorreet.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PREMIER: 1, Report of the
Railway Advisory Board dealing with
sugeested rajlway reutes hetween the ter-
minus of the Goomalling-Wongan Hills
line and the Murchison railway. 2. Re-
port of the Roval Commissioner on pul-
monary diseases mmnongst miners.

By the MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1,
Report of Drepartniental Board into the
corrosion of the sleel conduit on the Gold-
fields Water Supply. 2, Aunual Report
of the Goldfields Water Supply Admini-
steation to 30th June, 1910,

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, METER RENTS.

Mr. PROY asked the Minister for
Works: 1. Is the Minisler aware that the
Goldfields Water Supply Administration
has cut off the water service of certain
private eustomers rvesident in Kalgoorlie,
whose water rates were paid in full. on
the ground that meter rent was due and
owing, 2. In view of the resolution
passed in the House of Assembly refer-
ring to the imposition of meter vents, does
the Hon. the Alinister approve of the pre-
sent action of the Coldfields Water Sup-
ply Department? 3. What action does
the Hon. the Minister intend to take in the
future as regards cehavging meter vents to
private consumers in Kalgoorlie of water
supplied by the Goldfields Water Supply?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) replied: 1. Action is now
heing taken in accordance with the
Goldfields  Water Supply  Aet  and
vegulations made therennder for re-
covery of outstanding aceounts, and
where consumers in avrear have failed to
pay their accounts after expiry of the
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prescribed period, and after receipt of the
usual notices, the sapply of water has
been cut off in the ordinary course. In
only one recent case on the goldfields
the amount in arrear at date of disconnee-
tion was for meter rent only which was
dely paid and service vrestored. 2, In
the case in question the meter rent was
legally due on the first of Janunary last.
It is the obvious duty of the officers of the
Administration to collect outstanding ae-
counts. 3, Local authorities have been in-
formed that meter reuts on private resi-
denees will be abolished if communities
eoncerned will agree to the amount being
made up by inereased charges in other
directions. In view of the faet that the
Goldfields Water Supply is being worked
at a large annnal loss, it is the intention
to maintain this attitude.

MOTION—WANT OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE GOVERNMENT.
Debate resumed from 6th Oectober.

The PREMIER( Hon. Frank Wiison):
I endeavoured carefully to follow the
speech of the leader of the Opposition on
Thursday night !ast, when he moved this
motion of want of confidence in the pre-
sent Administration. I have sinee taken
the opportunity of perusing that speech
and 1 must confess that I find some
eonsiderable diffienlty in ascertaining his
ground for the motion. Of course I can
and do realise it is a motion that, of neces-
sity, the Government, and I, as leader of
the Government, must seriously consider.
Tt is a motion which he, in his position,
supported by hon. members opposite, has
the undoubted right to move at any time
in his diseretion; and on that aecount,
of course, T must receive it with due re-
spect. and I do so. At the same time I
would like the House to understand that
so far as I can see of the charses hrought
forward on that oceasion, there is little or
nothing for me to reply to. One half of
the speech of the hon, member was taken
up with the recapitulation of events which
happened many wvears ago, and the hal-
anee of his speech, I think, was based
maore or lese. secording to his own lan-
guage, on c¢onjecture, rumour and street
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corner gossip generally.  Of course he
quoted iudividual opinions of members
of this Chamber, and also expressions
used in several newspaper interviews with
regard to myself personally; and he took
up a considerable portion of his time in
roundly abusing a gentleman who once
happened to fill a position as member of
this House. At first 1 almost thought the
motion was directed as a no-confidence
motion against Mr, Wallace Nelson and
the Daily News generally; and I must
say I regret exceedingly that the hon.
membey should have lowered his position

"so much as to apply offensive terms to

that gentleman, Mr. Wallace Nelson. No
matter what views Mr. Wallace Nelson
ovce held and may hold now, anyone who
happened to he a member of this House
when that gentleman was also a member,
and heaxd his untterances on many and
varipus questions must conceive that, at
any rate, he was no “eringer” and no
“erawler,”  These are offensive terms
which I think the leader of the Opposi-
tion, if he consults the digmty of his posi-
tion, would do well to leave ont of his ad-
dress en any fuinre oeccasion, even if he
be attacking one politically opposed to
him. I hope the newspaper and the gen-
tleman to whom I have referred in par-
ticular, are duly impressed with the en-
ormity of their offence. T again say I
have had to wade through this lengthy in-
dictment to endeavour to pick out the
kernels, if T may so term them, the actual
eharges the hon. member has made against
me and my Administration. The leader
of the Opposition was good enough to
say he wanted a fair and open fight—and
I thank him for that expression—that he
wanfed no traps; and he also expressed
the hope that when the vote was taken
it would be a true expression of the opin-
ion of the House. I hope that all our
conflicts will be fair and open; and as far
as T am concerned he may rest assured
that our fight will be fair and above
hoard. that we do not want to lay traps
Por him, as he has expressed himself as
opposed to the laving of traps for vs. I
can alse assure him that the vote to be
taken at the end of this dehate will he a
true reflex of the opinion of the majority
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of this House, and 1 hope it will, for this
session, setfle the differences between us
onee and for all.

Mr. Angwin:
though.

The PREMIER: I am convinced thai
n the country the party I am represent-
ina e¢an command a majority, sud I am
perfectly satisfied that no one on this
side of the Honse—certainly I myself do
not want it—wonld wish that we should
retain our positions one moment longer
than we ean retain the majority behind
us,

Mr, Seaddan: In the House, or in the
eountey ?

The PREMIER : Either., If we have if
in the eountry we cannot well avoid hav-
ine it in the House—ihe hon. member
lmows that—and if we have it in the
House we must have it in the country.
With regard to paivs: the hon. member
referred to the alleged refusal of the Gov-
ernment to give pairs to members on
that side absent through iliness. I have
no knowledge that on any occasion when
an hon. member was ill he has heen re-
fused a pair so far as the Government
whips are concerned.

Mr. Holman: I will rquote my own
case of last session.

The PREMIER: [ dv not know whether
the hon. member was ill, but T know that
on gne oeeasion, or at teast, so i is said
—perbaps I may be permitted to apply
to Dame Rumounr as the hon. member
so freely did in lis indietment—it is
said that a rvesolution was passed in cau-
ens last session fo the effect that no pairs
were to be given under any cirenmstances
whatever.

AMe. Gordon: Quite true.

The PREMIER: Be that as it may, I
am gratefn) to the hon. member inasmuch
az he has kindly arranged a pair for Sir
Newton Moore, who has left the State
to-day ip order to fry to recuperate to
snme extent.

My, Holman: That is more than yon
would do for members on this side.

The PREMIER: I have shown that it
is not. I ean promise the hen. member
that pairs will be given in case of sick-
pess: and I hope the leader of the Oppo-

Not in the country,
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sition will extend that spivit and grant
me a pair for Mr. Hayward who is lying
sick in bed.

Me. Bollon: You
offeved it but for that.

The PREMIER: The pevsonal refer-
ence to myself requires litfle or no de-
fence, but 1 may be pardened if I take
a few minutes to give them a passing
comment, I have, of course, to acknow-
tedge that we ave dealing with the present
and not with the past; and I am sorvy
the hon. member should have found it
necessary fo dig into past ages. back to 10
vears, in order to rake up anything that
lie might utilise and which, in his epinion,
would disevedit me as a mewber of Par-
liament and a public man. Now, although
I must point out to the hon. member that
it would have been more in accordance
with the rules of fair play, of which he
elalms to be an exponent, had he brought
his no-confidence motion in at the begin-
ning of the sesston, yet I am prepared to
aceept the responsibility for the Moore
programme and the Moore Administra-
tion; and I would ask the House and the
conntry to jodge of that programme and
of that Administvation by the results that
have acerued to our efforts. T do not want
Lhon. members to 2o into the streets and
highways and byways and listen to the
eomplaints of disappointed men, whether
new arrivals or old identities; and T think
the least the hon. member ecould have
done was to bring facts before this Cham-
ber when challenging this Government,
instead of basing his c¢harges upon the
tittle tattle of the wan in the street. To~
return to_the personal matters which re-
auire some brief notice at my hands, The
leader of the Opposition wished to dis-
credit me, and he laid great emphasis on
the fact that T once was a member of the
Movzaus’ Administration, concluding his
remarks by saying that on the
no-confidence motion I voted with the
Leake Government, and a few week's
afterwards, when Mr. Piesse was unable
to form a Cabinet, I was found accepting
a portfolio in the Cabinet formed by Mr.
Morgans. He rubbed that in to the hest
of his ability by saying that although I
opposed the no-confidence motion against

would not lla\'eg
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the | eake Government I took the first
oppurtuuity that presented itself to obtain
a seat in a Cabinet of those I was op-
posed to politically. That is absolutely
inecorrect. to use the Parliamentary term,
and has not a vestige of foundation, 1
want to point out to those members who
are not familar with the occurrences of
those davys, that although I was opposed
to the Leake Government, and yet refused
to support the no-confidence motion lev-
elled against them T cleavly ontlined my
position in a lenpthy speech, and wound
up by declaring that T was prepared to
join the member tor Coolgardie, Mr, Mor-
gans, in an attempt to turn them ont of
office and form an Administration. These
were my words—

The country is not in favour of the
Piesse-Throssell Administration. Had
we found the member for Coolgardie
taking up the leadership, we should
have had a very different state of af-
fairs. Had the hon. member moved a
motion of want-of-confidence, I should
have felt perfectly justified, and I
should not have hesitated a moment in
joining him in putting the present
Government ont of office; and if he
wished it he could have formed some
eoalition with them or done something
to end the present state of affairs under
which the eountry is suffering, and suf-
fering more than members realise.
There is an absolute necessity for a
change. Seeing on the one hand my
old colleagues, and on the other hand
the Forrest Administration, which I
have battled against for years in the
Hounse, I eannot but support my old
colleagues in the division that is to take
place.

Could anyone have been more open or
above board? After a long speech ex-
plaining my position——

Mr. Johnson: Or eould anyone have
misjudged the position worse than you
did?

The PREMIER: No. I admit I mis-
judged the forces arainst me, and I ad-
mit that an unholy alliance between cer-
tain members of the party to which the
hon. member helongs, and some of my
own {riends, defeated that Administra-
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tion; a1 think also it is universally
admitted that it is ten thousand pities the
Morgans’ Administration was defeated on
that orcasion.

Mr. Johnson: You will have the satis-
faction in the near future of turning the
tahles on your own colleagues.

The PREMIER: I have no desire to
turn the tables on anyone: my desire is
to support and maintain the Opposition
members on the benches they adorn so
well. I have every belief that I shall be
able to fulfil that desire. The leader of
the Opposition also said I was very wrath-
fol becanse at Menzies he had termed me,
I think, “‘a shell-back Tory.” T ean assure
him T was not wrathful at all. When re-
ferring to this matter at Subiaco I only
expressed my sorrow that he did not seem
to understand the original term, and did
not seem to realise that all my aections
and, indeed, my works, in Western Aus-
tralia were a direct refutation of such a
charge. I pointed ont on that oceasion,
what I veninre to repeat to-day,
namely, that if there is a shell-
back Tory—we know but very few
of them in Australia at the present
time—but if there is one to be found
then my friend opposite is the representa-
tive of that class of people because he
represents the one elass—he and his fol-
lowers—and the one class only, and that
is the trades unionists.

Mr. Scaddan: What did the Tory re-
present?

The PREMIER: The Tory represented
one class only; therefore the hon. mem-
ber is a Tory.

Mz, Seaddan: What class do you say
he represented?

The PREMIER: I always represented
the democratic class. I have always lived
in a Liberal atmosphere, and I was always
a democrat representing all classes of the
community. I have lively recolleetions of
14 or 15 years ago formulating the first
demoeratic league in Western Australia,
I believe; and I had some very prominent
(now-a-days) Labour members on that
league, and they did me the honour of
electing me as president. Tt is quite true
that ultimately I and others were left
to pav the liabilities of the league; but
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that is beside the question; the fact re-
mains that these Labour members of to-
day—and I presume democrats at that
time, because it was a demoeratic league—
recognised in me the true spirit of de-
mocracy when they elected nme to the
position of president.

Mvr. Bolton: That was a league of wheel-
men,

The PREMIFR: [f the hon. member
will allow me, I want to take a minute or
two to point out to hon. members opposite
that they cannot be frne representatives
of the people of the State so long as they
act and battle for one section of the com-
munity only.

Mr, Walker: Who does?

The PREMIER: So long as they want
by their attitnde and their legislation to
give preference to a ecertain seckion of the
comanunity againsl the great outside ma-
Jority.

Mr. Walker: That is to all.

The PREMIER: No; so long as they
want to exercise their arbitarary powers
under their trades union regulations fo
force all men into their ranks and be suh-
jJeet to the will of their eaneus, they can-
net possibly elaim to be true representa-
tives of democracy and of all eclasses of
the community. Men who will hrand a
man as a political Mackley if he daves to
oppose their platform or disobey in the
sliphtest degree their orders. are not lrue
demoerats and do not represent the whole
of the communily in tlis Sfale any move
than m any other eountry.

Mr. Seaddan: Ask vour eolleague. the
Attornev General, what he ealls them.

The PREMITER: The hon. member
trotz ont the old bogey of six shillings a
day.

Mr. Balton: Hear. hear!

The PREMIER : The hon. member says
“Hear, hear™: he will say “Where. where”
Lefore [ am finished with him. No matter
how I may have publicly denied that ae-
ensation. the leader of the Opposttion siill
returns to the charge very unfairly and
ungenerously and wants to fasten il to
some citation of the Arbitration Court
which was never mentioned when the
original charze was made.
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Mr. Bolton: Did you advoeate six
shilings? That is the guestion.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Hon. members oppo-
site must know, and the leader of the Op-
position ought to know, that the original
charze which emanated from the man in
the street regarding that matter was that
I bad stated thai no worker was worth
more than five shillings a day.

My, Seaddan: [ did wot say that.

The PREMIFR: [t 15 more than 10
vears ago sinee thal was said; then it
grew to six shillings a day: and it was
made yvears hefore ever [ saw an arbitra-
tion evwrr. It has nothing to do with any
citation which the hon. member qunted,
aml it has not formed the rate of wage in
any citation, so far as [ can find oug, in
whieh T have appeared in the Arbitration
Court,

Mr. Holmayn : You were advoente in the
eaze. anyhow.

The PREMIER : I'lie hon. menber was
good enoueh to inform me—T applied to
jum hecause | could not find the informa-
tion—lie was good encugh to inform me
that he could not tell me (he e¢itation, but
it was prior to 1904 lie sent me that
message. and 1 thank him for it. 1 want
to point ont that T did not appear in the
Avbitration Court before 1904. 1 only
appeared before the eourt as the repre-
seniative of employers in their cases in
August. 1904, and [ only Leld the position
for 12 months.  The only eitalion in whieh
there is a six-shifling rate of any deserip-
tion is the saw-mille’s citation, It i= teune
that 1 made a preliminary appearance in
{hat ease tv fix the date of liearing.

Mr. Bolton: And the price.

The PREMIER: The date of hearving.
And then the Imsiness was carried ou by
Mr. Gardiner. mv suecessor.  What was
the =ix shillings in that case? Lt did not
appear as a general rate for general work-
ers: it was a claim as a minimum rate for
tailers-ont on picket benches, and everyvone
knows, who is conversant with that trada,
that the tailers-ont on picket henciies are
lads hetween 15 and 17 and 18 vears of
age.

Mr. Holman: They are all getting eight
shillires a day,
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The PREMIER: That is beside the
question. 1 have run these mills, and I
Jnow we used to have lads of 15 and 16
and no older taking pickets from the
henehies,  [f the bon. member veckous that
ix full workers’ labonr, 1 disagree with
"him in joto. Tt is nol worth eight shil-
lings a day; and in this ¢ase it appliea
only to two or three men employved in thot
inlustry. The leader of the Opposition
wants to fasten on to me that T denied
at Sobiaco that I had appeared in the
Arbitration Court in any case in which
‘six shillings a day was advoeated. T did
not.

Mr. Seaddan: I did not say you Ud.

The PREMIER: ¥ think I ean quote
the hon member’s words. The faet of the
matter was that, wien [ was speaking at
Subiaco. a wan simply joterjected, refer-
ring to the old chavze. “What about the
six shillings a day;” aud he made no re-
ference whatever to ar-yv arbitration conrt.
T said =t onee it was a deliberate lie, and
T vepeat it on the foor of this House;
hut, even if he did refer to an arbilration
vase, I wonld hike t» &now whether re-
piresentatives who bave to ‘ake the cita-
fions of their employers, and who have to
endeavour te prove vases for their em-
plovers hefore the eouvt with the evidence
{hat is given them Lo handle, ave to be
hranded as personaily advoeating cirtain
matlers in the eitation because they hap-
pen to he representing the parties con-
ceened.  The thing 1s preposterons. Fvery
lawver, every solicitor, every havrister thal
wznt into court woald be asked to earry
all the sins of the clients they represent.
1 have on many more necasions than I can
remember publicly staled that every man
is entitled to the wages be ean earn, and
[ have tried to enforee that in the Arhi-
tration Conrt time afier time rather than
‘have men bound down by a minimem, by
one fixed rate of waze "o the level of
which all shall he brought. The only
question in my mind with regard io this
wages matter is as to a men’s ability and
as to the condition of the industry, as t»
what it ean afford to pay.

Mr. Troy: That is beantifully indefi-
nite.

The PREMIER: I* is not; it is very
definite—the abilitv of a man. whal his
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labour is worth, and what the industry
can afford to pay, these things have 10 be
taken into consideration; and I suy the
repefition nf this base insinnation 1= cer-
tainly cowardly, if nothing else. Tl i< an
end2avour io perpetuate somelhing which
is not true, and an endeuvour to pecper-
nate it fto my disadvanta e,

Mr. Jolnson: You have given absolute
verification of il,

The PREMIER: Of courze I kimw 1
cannot convinee the member for Guild-
ford, but 1 will give him something to
think about before I have finished. I
promise him {hat. e might as well
keep quiet and take his gruel kindly.
Enlightenment is not all on the Op-
position side of fhe House, I ean
asstire the hon. member. With regard
to this edneation matter—1 want to
refer to these maiters only briefly—
the hon, member puts an entirely wrong
constrnetion, a falsc consirvuetion I may
say, upon what happened when I was
Minister for Eduecation. The hon. mex -
ber knows full well I have always advc-
cated free education in this State: he
cannot prove anything to the contrary.
He would bave the publie believe that L
wanted to charge Fees all vound on all
and sandry in onr schools, bat he knows
full well that [ explained the position in
the House that my objeet. and only ob-
Jeet, was to prevenr the children of- well-
ta-do parvents receiving what [ classed as
seeondary eduention to an advanced age
in our publie sehools at the public ex-
pense, That puint was made very clear.

My, Seaddan: Is that not opposing free
edneation?

The PREMIER: No.

My, Collier: Why did vou not make
these wealthy people pay?

The PREMTER: Beeause hon. mem-
bers would nel allow me to do it. 1€
anyone will rake an impartial view of
the whole position-—I neer not wade back
throngh the whole of the details avw—
it wilt be admitted T was ¢uite able 1y
convinee evervone on that oceasion; buf.
if wmembers will take their memories back
and inquire into the extension of the edu-
catton system during mv teno of uinee,
they cannot but give me credit for hainer
done something in the Jdirection of ex-
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tensling our cdueation system. The Nov-
mal School was established for the train-
ing of teachers, the extension o the Tech-
nical Sehiool was commenced and built;
aml in aceordance wilh the announcen.ciys
1 made on the occasion the hon. menber
referved to. the Serondary Sehool wns es-
tablished and has sinee been built, The
number of ehildrets in the schools has ad-
Cvaneed.  When 1 look eharge of the de-
partient ¥oar aud o half vears ago heve
were 281 sehools. The number is now 4-85
sehools.  Duriug my term of office T pul
up no fewer than 164 new sehools. Surely
that i= a rerord a man might be proud of,
and it i= nol to be destroyved by an er-
roneous statement like that which the
hon, member bas used, endeavouring io
twist something which was fully explained,
fully justified at the time hy the finnnces
of the State, info a charge that T am an
oppanent of free education in the Stare.

Mr, Gill: Would it not liave had the-

effect of blocking the children of paor
people?

The PREMIER: No. Of course, as I
pointed ont at the fime, if it is the lion.
member’s idea of free edueation to edu-
cate persons up to 4 and 50 years of aze,
it is not my idea. The next thing the
leader of the Opposition endeavoured o
drive home—and T must say unfarly also
—was {lie statement thal T was opposed
to the developmenial poliey propnanded
hy e Daglish Government some five
vears ngn.  He endeavoured to show this
by quating—or nisquoting—an extraet of
a speech T made dnring the discussion of
the Mines Vate in 1004,

M, Beaddan: Do vou say [ misguaoted
von!

The PREMIER: 1 sav the hon. mem-
her very ingenuously omitted a sinall por-
tion even of the portion he quoied which
put vather a differenl enmplexion on the
whale,  In order that the hon. member
may he convineed. T will just read the
wores., T{ is a speech [ had a wveal diffi-
culty in finding: indeed T eonld not until
T applied to the hon. member. hecause it
was not ou ilie zeneral dehate or on the
no-confidence debate. or on the Address-
in-Reply: Bbut it was on the Mines Eshi-
mates. The then leader of the Opposi-
tion had heen making remarks about the
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deficit having inereased, and 1 endorsed
them. T said:—

Ii was rather unfortunate at the
present tihme that we should show a
defieit af all. We were about to em-
bark on an extensive progressive policy
brought forward by the four erstwhile
Independents, and adopted by the
Government. The Premier said he
viewed with sympathy the reguire-
ments of our northern distriets.
He had promised tle member for Duu-
das that he would refer the question of
the Norseman railway to some board
vet to be erveated.  The Premier also
lalked of putting out spur lines any-
where along the Great Southern rail-
way in order, one supposed. to win to
some extent the approbation and sup-
porl of agrienltnral members on the
Opposition ecross-henches. The Pre-
mier also said that a dey doek would be
constructed at Fremantle. and sewerage
works would have to be commenced al-
most immediately according fo the Min-
ister for Works. All these things'totted
up ran info several millions of money.
When we lad publicly stated tlirough
the Governmenl of the day that we
were going to embark on this progres-
gsive policy and build railways hece,
there. and everywhere—a few were
wanted it the Sounth-Western distriets
as well as on the goldfields or adjoining
the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. Seaddan: [ did not vead that as it
has no bearing on the gnestion.

The PREMIER: Tt was of interest to
we for it refers to a portion of the eoun-
try T represent. T pointed oul that I was
ready to have a few railways down there,
Then T said in eontinuation—

It wonld have been better if we could
have shown by legitimafe means a ve-
venue account af any rvate that would
have balanced our expenditure.

Surely that was a proper thing to say. T
eontinued— .

The leader of the Opposition referred
to an item of £17,000 for a water sup-
ply for Day Dawn, and pointed ont
that the late Government had intended
that this and other municipal water
supplies should be taken over by the
municipalities and paid for by deben-
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tures. That was a very good scheme
in many ways. It wonld not only re-
duce the deficit on the Estimates, but
would also place the respousibility di-
rectly on the shoulders of those who
onght to bear it. These were his views,
and Jie hoped the Minisiry would take
the matiers into eonsideration. We had
an immense eountry in our charge to
develop; we had n country whieh was
undoubtedly rieli: there was nothing
wrong with it. The only thing that
was wrong to his mind was that we had
heen timid in our administration in the
past. This applied not only to the
gold-mining indostry. but to every in-
dusiry in Western Jlusiralia. [t showed
a lack of confidence in ourselves, Tt
was abont time the Labour Government
made some amends, showed more eon-
fidenee in the country, and pushed on
the eountry to that prosperity and pro-
oress which it deserved.

Arve {lose the words and the only ones
the member eounld dig up of a man op-
posed to a progressive poliey?  Are those
the words of a man opposed in the slight-
est degree to a poliev of railway construe-
tionr or of the development of this coun-
hv?

Mr. Seaddan: | said vou ridienled it.

The PREMIER: Later on in July,
1903, and members will see my remarks
were directed against the four independ-
ents who were then dominating the Gov-
ernment of the day, T took the leader of
the independeni party severely to task for
not enahling the leader of the Government
to carey out his poliey. and at the end of
a long speech on that oeeasion, when there
were more interruptions than T am re-
eeivine to-night, T said—

What have the Government done to
try fo vestore confidence in the indus-
tries of the State, to lry to induce the
inveztment of eapital. to solve the pro-
blem of the unemployed? Where are
their efforts to employ thase now seek-
ing work? Where is the hold invni-
gration scheme which was projecied to
the command of the four indepeundent<.
which was to open up nur lands. bring-
ing inereased traffie to our raibravs
.and increased trade to our merehants.

and general prosperily to our workers?

Nothing has been done.

On that oecasion I pointed out that to
the Premier of that time and his eol-
leagues.

Mr, Walker: Your colleague now.

The PREMIER: Yes, myv colleague
now. They conld do nothing because they
were hampered by the domination of the
four gentlemen on the Government eross-
benchies, and by the oppesition of some of
their own members. The point T want {o
make 1s this, that I was uever opposed to
any progressive poliey in Western Aus
tralia. Members must admit that I al-
ways wanted to build railways, carry out
works. and bring in a big immigration
policy. I want to make this point also
that no matter who has talked of the
poliey in the past, it has remained for us
to earry it out. We have initiated it and
earried it ouf to a snceessful issne.  Talk-
ing ahout a policy is not initiating one.

Mr. Johnson: What about the speech
of the Minister for Works the other
night?

The PREMIER: It is idle for the
leader of the Opposition to attempt lo
diseredit me by quoting references to 1y-
=elf during the erisis of five veavrs ago.
The snm total of such references wazs a
desire for stable Government. Those who
went throngh those times will remember
that matters were in a verv parlous state
politieally, and that we were on the eve
of a erisis whieh might have ended disas-
trously to our State. T was determined
tn avoid that, and T think the least the
metnber could do is to realise that posi-
tion. and that T, by foregoing the leader-
ship at that time, at any rate assisted to
that stability of Government which has
brought so muoeh advantage and benefit
to the State. Tespite divergence of
opinion T am proud to-day in the know-
ledwe that 1 have won the confidence of
the majority of this House and, T may
add, of the people of this eountry.

My, Heitmann: You ean easily win a
man’s eonfidence with a ¢lub.

The PREMTER: Well, T shall try oue
a1 the hon. member,

Mv. Bolton: That is yvonr nzual prae-
tice.
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The PREMIER: Some members de-
serve it. 1 nofice that the member him-
self is getting a bit of a clubbing becanse
his railway association is not going to
allow him to take two jobs.

Al Bolion: That is where you make
a mistake.

The PREMIER: One man one job;
stiek to wyour principles. I approve of
the lion. member taking the two jobs: I
think he 15 entitled to them. I would let
him have his £9 a week for the iwo jobs
and 1 think he would earry out the duties
sabsfactorily: but his hosses will not
allow that.

Mr. Bolton: You will see,

The PREMIER : 1 want.to pass away
from ihe personal matters which, after all
is said and done, have nol mueh bearing
von the matter of the debate, and I am
sorry they bave been introduced. The
only charge, or charges, that 1 can find in
the whole of those indietmentz ol the
leader of the Opposition appear to me to
be in conneetion with the Lauds adminis-
tratiou, or at any rate the Lands Depart-
ment, They are, it is true, largely com-
posed of trivial complaints of a few dis-
contented applicants for land, and this
I will prove before I sit down. It is up
to the members of this House to acknow-
ledge at once, and to realise, that all big
movements bring similar eomplaints, T
do not care whether one is acting in a pri-
vate capaeity, in a private commereial
nndertaking, or in a public capacity, en-
deavouriug to earry out large undertak-
ings on behalf of the State, for one is
bound to have complaints. more especially
when introducing people from one side of
this gveat world of our’s to the other. The
faet of bringing people not acelimatised
to our shores is in itself something which
mnst engender complaints, and in many
instances brings disappointment to those
who come among us. [t is regrettable
that the leader of the Opposition should
have deemed it necessary to eause such
serious injury to Western Australia by at-
taching so mueh importance to the two or
three complaints he has utilised for his
indictment.

Mr. Holman:
them,

There are bundreds of
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The PREMIER: It is passing strange
then that if there are hundreds of them
we had references only 4o two or three.

Opposition Members: \We shall reter fo
plenty more,

The PREMIER: 1 ecannot deal with
hundreds to-night but L do intend to deat
.with the two or three the leader ot the
Opposition veferred to. May 1 Dbe par-
doned for adding that I think it s de-
plorable that we should have had a com-
parison of onr Lands Department with
the land scandals which fook place in a
neighbouring State some years ape.  To
insinnate for one moment that the Lands
Departinent is erooked in the same way,
o¥ [0 the same extent, whieh we know it
was in the neighbouring State at that
time, Is to give a very had impression bo
outsiders. and Is an Jjusinwation which I
say at once is without foundatinn either
in faet or in the slightest possible detail.

Mr. Seaddan: They said the same over
there just as indigunantly uotil the state-
ments were proved hy a Royal Commis-
sion,

The PREMIER: Why dves not the
hon, member hring proofs and not make
insitualions?

Mr. Scaddan: 1 have the proof.

The PREMIER: Then move for a
Royal Cowmission. make an indictment,
impeaeh the Minister for Lands if you
have the proof,

My, Holman: We did that with one of
your Ministers and you heat us.

My, Collier: You wonld get an opinion
from vour Crown Law Department.

The PREMIER: e have not only
these groundless insinuatious thrown
acress the ftoor, and a comparison made
which [ think is discreditable tor a mem-
her to make, but we also have implications
with reward to the land taken up by a
member of the House of Representatives,
Mr. Hedges. Tt has heen implied that
that land bas been taken up in an im-
proper manner, also it is snggested that
my eolieacue, the Minister for Mines, pos-
sibly wol 1ds in the same way. T find that
Mr. Hedges took up his land exactly in
the same way as the leader of the Opposi-
tion took up his when he applied, and
there are no grounds for supposing there
is anything to the contrary.



S46

Mr. O’Loghlen: There are hundreds of
Ttalians there.

The PREMIER : That is not the point;
does the hon. member wish to discredit
My, Hedges because there are hundreds of
Italians on the land? There are hundreds
ou the timber concessions.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There arve too many.

The PREMIER : That may be the hon.
member’s opinion, but it is not fair fight-
ing to throw in an assertion of that kind
and try to discredit the member who
owns that iand and say that becanse e is
engaging Ttalians, which the member for
YForrest objects to, he takes up land in an
improper manner. That is absurd. There
are no grounds for supposing thai the
Jand was taken up in any other than the
ordinary anner.

Mr. Seaddan: How much does he hold?

The PREMIER: He holds 2,000 acres.
An application was made in the ordinary
way in 1908, 12 months prior to my eol-
leagme, the Minister forr Lands, taking
oftice. Sinee then the principle of survey
before selection has been insisted upon in
many distriets. At the time the land was
taken up there was free selection, at any
rate such was permissible so far as land
to the East of the Great Southern railway
was concerned. The priuneiple of survey
befare selection was then heing pursued in
certain distriets. At that time also appli-
eanls were permitted to fake np land
under grazing leases. These latter coundi-
tions 1 understand were withdrawn in
July, 1909, for the time being. so as to
allow the department te overtake the
arrears of survey. After Mr. Hedges'
applieation was lodged the land was sur-
veved in the ordinary conrse, and ihe ap-
plicant was advised by the department of
the eonditions under which the land would
be granted. Mr. Hedges agreed to the
conditions and made application accord-
inely. and simee then he has very consider-
ahly improved his property. He has
spent thousands of pounds on it and that
1= the great desideratnm so far as the
State is concerned.

Mr. Seaddan: Were there any other ap-
plications in ar the sanme time for fhe same
area?

The PREMIER: His son has land. and
I de not know whether hi= wife has land.
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but other members of his fawily bave land
in the same distriet, too.

Mr. Seaddan: Are they residents?

The PREMIER: Yes. His son is do-
ing work there, I say at once that the
insinnation tkat Mr. Hedges took up this
land and that immediately afterwards a
reserve was declared in the district is not
borne out by the faets. The fact remains
it was not unlil some considerable time
afterwards ithat the land east of the Great
Sowthern Railway was reserved under the
principle of survey before selection.

My, Scaddan: How long after?

The PREMIER : I do not know, but it
was a considerable time; more than a
vear aftervards. That was in eontinna-
tion of the policy which the Minister had
initiated. and a policy which the hon.
member will admit is a sonnd one. There
is no ground for believimg that anything
underband has taken place with regand to
this land, or even the land that the Min-
ister for Lands has taken up. If we are
to have these insinuations thrown bwoad-
cast in the House why do not hon. mem-
bers look to their own land. T venture to

" say that more hou. members on the Op-

position side of' the House have taken up
land under those conditions than hon.
members on this side.

Mr. Troy: Honourably and squarely,
too.

The PREMIER: And so they have on
this side of the House.

Mr. Troy: Opposition members have
nat taken up lavge areas.

The PREMIER: The generosity of the
hon, member passes my understanding al-
together. The leader of the Opposition
proclaimed that he had nothing to eover
up. | can assurve him that the Govern-
menl are in a similar position. We do
not want anything hidden, but we resent
any sngpestion that there is need for in-
quiry open sueh fimsy material as he
has brought forward. becaunse he has be-
come bysterical in hir effort to twn the
Governmeni oui of office. Ts that a vea-
son why we should grant inguiries unless
something more ean be hronght forward?
Prove to me that there is any doubt what-
ever of the honesly of purpose of any
hon. member on either «ide of the House
with vecard to {he<e land {ransactions
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and I will immediately grant an inguiry,
but | will not grant an inquiry on any-
thing whieh can not he absolately horne
ont.- .
© Mpr. Seaddan: There is more yet.

Mr. Heilmann: Yon prefer the China-
man aund his wife,

The PREMIER: Let me get on to the
subject of the supposed Chinaman and
his wife. We will take the case of Mr.
Moor, who has ventilated his grievances,
and of which ihe leader of the Oppuosi-
tion made such a tremendons ontery when
he spoke on Thursday lase.  This M,
Moor was an inswrance asent at Home,
and he is nof a neweomer by any means,
as the bon, member would have us he-
lieve. Perhaps that is news to him.

My, Heitmann: He stated that in the
Press,

Mr, Scaddan: He save evidence before
the Royval Commission some time auo.

The PREMIER: When Mr. Moor
came out he bad a small eapital and some
farm implements, including hean stieks
for planting beans. He had peactically
no experience as a farmer,

. Mr. Heitmann: He has neither bheans
nor sticks now,

The PREMIER: It is adwmitted that
he had no farming expevience althongh
he had sume little experience in growing
tomatoes.

Mr. Collier: Like all the rest of the im-
migrants.

Mr. Bolton: Do not ridicule him.

The PREMIER: T am nof rvidiculing
him; T am ridiculing the leader of the
Opposition for making the charges that
he did. This My. Moor began by specu-
lating in land at Bunbury. He did not
conme to the Government bnt bought land
privately, and the greater part of what
he bought was poor. Can anvone prevent
a man from buying poor land if he does
not seek adviee? Naturally within 12
months he was stvanded. His experience
up to then was that he had got ihto a
poor district five miles from Bunbury.
and not knowine lTow to set ahout his
work. as 1 have said. he became stranded.
He appealed to ihe Government to help
him out of his difficulties, and this Gov-
ernment which hon, members say is with-
out. sympathy. went to his aid and lent
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him £100 in order to get him out of lis
troubles. This is as far back as Dr.
Jameson’s time, and the loan was ulti-
mately eomapleted by lis sueeessur, M.
Hopkins. At the present time that loan
35 slill entstanding, and he owes on it
several years’ inierest. The loan, how-
ever, is seenred.  Does that ook as if the
Government were unsympathelic?  Thev
helped this muan and lent him money, anl
they have allowed the interest to aecumu-
late, About Four vears ago Moor and
his sons selected land nenr Rridgetown.
Three of the blocks which were selected
have heen forfeited berause they did no-
thing with them; and ihe last one, the
fouwrth bloek. is now heing forfeited. In
the early part of this vear Moor and his
sons put m applieations for fowr blocks
at Dalwallinu, and at about the same
time there come in the ('ustoms official
from China, Mr. Neilsen, ahont whom we
have heard so mueh, and who applied for
two of these four blocks. Two were
aranted to Mr. Neilsen and two to Mr.
Moor's sons. Mr. Moor’s land was granted
under residential condilioms, and 1.700
aeres was granted to My, Neilsen under
restdentinl conditions, and the balance,
200 acres, under non-residential eondition.
With regard to M. Mom’s applieation
some diffieully arose ax to fees. The
(fovernment again showed its sympathies
and assisted Mr. Moor by fransferring the
amonnt that had bheen paid on the selee-
tions at Brideetown, with the exception
of one lot held by Mr. Moor's son, which
is now forfeitable. to the new application.
and this, with the ameount of €11 4s. Gd.
made up by Moor, represented the money
he paid when the Dalwallinu blocks were
theown open,  As T have stated two
blocks were mranted him and the halance
of the money was vefunded to him. al-
though the usval custom is {o cury the
amount forward to the perind when the
next rentats fall due. Does that show a
lack of sympathy towards the man? Fivst
of all he is lent money, and the interest
on it is allowed tn accumulate: then he
is zranted land at Bridgetown; he does
nothing on it and it becomes forfeitable,
Lhe department take a lenient view of the
position. and then, when he does not get
the whole of the land he applies for nt
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Dabwallinn they give the balance of the
payiments he made baek to him in eash.

My, Seaddan: Moor did not get any
bloeks,

The PREMIER: He got two.

Mr. Seaddan: No; his sons got them.

The PREMIER : That is so. Neilsen
appeaved before the land board with Moor
and his sons, and he succeeded in getting
two of the blocks. It has been charged
against the department that ihis man
Neilsen was merely a speculator, bui he
gave evidence before the land board as to
hix intentions to start dairy farming in
that distriet on Danish prineiples. He
gave evidenee that le intended to throw
up his position in the Chinese enstoms
department and settle in this State. The
Iand hoard accepted that evidence and on
it granted him two of the blocks.

My, Sead@an: Did be put in a declara-
tion to that effect?

The PREMIER: He gave it in his
evidence. | suppose it was sworn evi-
dence.

M.
denrce.

The PREMIER : What does Neilsen do?
He proceeded (o the land fo earry out
some imprrovements and live on it. He
elearved 20 acres and that work was done
by Moor, who is trving fo build up his
case, and Moor was paid for it.

Mr. Seaddan: No: he only did a por-
tion of it,

The PREMIER: T think members will
take Mr., Moor’s statement with a grain
of salt when thev hear the whole thing
ont.

Mr. Scaddan: You have nol shaken if
np to date.

The PREMTER : Some time afterwards
Neilsen said openly that there was some
difficulty about lhis retirement from the
customs department in China. and that
unless he gave np a certain retirement
allowance to which he was entitled he
wauld he obliged to veturn to China. Be-
fore deoing =0 le endeavoured to induee
hiz wife to remain in Western Aus-
tralia.  Then he endeavoured to =sub-
let the land. bat  Deinr  unsoecessful
he found two buovers, and le sold
the land ito Higeie and Beattie for
£325.  This transaction is a private trans-

Bolten:  Yes: it was sworh evi-
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action and has nothing to do with the de-
partment. The total value of the im
provements which were carried out was
£73 8s. 2d., but the transfers to these two
men have no{ been registered. Moor has
applied for the forfeiture of the blocks
for non-compliance with the residential
conditions, and the blocks have been for-
feited and thrown open for selection on
the 11th instant.

Mr. Seaddau: There is a lol you are
Yeaving out.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
have the whole file. Hon. members are
weleame to all the information whieh is
contained in the file, and the public are
weleome to it also. Surely there is no
charoe of maladministration against the
depariment on that score.

My, Seaddan: You have not told all the
story.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
knows nothing about the case. Why does
he not get the papers and read them?

Mv, Troy: T have the papers and ¥
will show you that you are nof telling
the truth with vegard to them,

Mr., SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdraw that statement,

Mr. Troy: T will withdraw it.

The PREMIER: What I want to point
out ix that charges have been made that
Mr. Neilsen was a speenlator because he
sold his land. but T do not say that he was
or was not. The land board was satis-
fied that he was a genuine selector, and
he was held in high esteem by the people
of the distriet in which he lived. On one
oecasion he waited npon me with a depun-
lation in conneetion with railway com-
munication to that distriet. There is no
evidence to show that he did not act in a
perfectly aboveboard manner in these
trausactions. s to the leader of the
Oppesition’s statement with regard to the
Daily News and the proprietors of that
journal. permission was songht to have
acces? to the files, and T at once sranted
it. They came to my office one day, Mr.
Lovekin, the proprietor, and My, Wonds,
his editor, and they said that theve was
some serions seandal going about and that
a man had approached them and asked
them to publish a long statement. Then
it was that they asked if there was any
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objection lo the papers being seen by
them. I said. “Not at all; so far as I
am coneerned 1 have never seen them.”
The papers were down at the Crown Law
Department, aud T suggested they should
2o down there and see them, The leader
of the Opposition says in his speech—

I believe the Daily News, that won-
derfully outspoken journal I referred
to earlier, point blank refused to pub-
lish his letters at all. I believe they
went to the Depactment and obtained
files which hon. members cannot obtain
very frequently—

Which they can obtain. The speech con-

tinues—

and they told Mv. Aloor, the gen-
tleman [ refer to, that the mat-
ter was more serious even than he

had stated and that there was not only
perjury in connection with the matters
but sometling even worse; that the
sintements made by Mr. Moor were so
serious that they would do injury not
only to the Government but to the

State as a whole if all of these trans-

actions were published.

These are the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition, who sccepied the slate-
ment of Mr. Moor without endeavouring
to ascertain whether they were true ov
not. There is not one word of truth in
this with the exception of the first por-
tion, namely. that they had come to me
and got permission to see fhe files, and
that they had refused to publish M.
Moor’s statements—not letters. because
he gave no leiter. I have appealed to
M. Lovekin and Mr. Waods to know what
their version of it is, and this is what
they write to me—

Several Members: Oh!

The PREMIER : If charges were made
against an individual, surely hon. mem-
bers would not refuse that individual the
right to reply and give his opinion! Why,
then, should T not get the opinion of these
gentlemen. DMr. TLovekin's letier is as
follows :—

Two portions of the above statement
only are correct— (1), That we did re-
fuse to publish Mr. Moor’s statemenis
—he gave us no letter; and (2), That,
by permission of the Premier. we did
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peruse the files connected with five
charges made by Mr. Moor. The bal-
ance of the above statement is abso-
lutely false. Instead of telling Mr.
Moor that the matter (should be “mat-
ters”) was mpre serious even than le
bad stated, ete, we gave him as our
reason for not publishing his statements
that we had perused the files very care-
fully and found there was no justifica-
tion for his charges, We suggested to
hinn (Mr. Moor) after a three-hours'
perusal of the files that we had eome
to the conclusion that lie had been mis-
led by someone who had supplied him
with a portion of the information con-
tained on the files only {that contain-
ing the complaints) and not the replies
and explanations., We told him that the
worst-looking vase he had brought be-
fore us was that in which he had used
Mr. Gourley’s name, but that even his
sngeestion in that case depended on a
document {which he, Moor, had ob-
tained from Mr. Gounrley and which did
not appear on the files) rather than
upon anything which appeared in the
files. We distinetly told Mr. Moor
there was nothing on the files to suggest
any male fides on the part of either
Mr. Gourley or the Department. As
vegards the statement that we said,
“The statements made by Mr, Moor
were so serious that they would do in-
Jury nof only fo the Government but fo
the State as a whole if the whole of the
transactions were published,” there iy
not a seintilla of truth in it and it must
be pure invention. Mr. Woods, our
sub-editor, was present whenever 1 saw
Moor and he also went through the files
with me.

This is signed by Mr. Lovekin. My,

Woods also writes & few lines in which

he says—-

Further (o My, Lovekin’s statemeut,
which is right in every particolar, 1
may add that when, after our examina-
tion of the files, we diseussed the resuit
with Mr. Moor, he complained that by
thrashing the maiter out as we had done
we had “spoilt his hand"” in the attack
he was making on the Government. T
explained ro Mr. Moor then that it was
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no use writing anything about the mat-
ter he had communicated to us, hecause
if we used the statements he made with-
ont the information the files dis-
¢losed, the statements would be refuted
next day and the paper would be dis-
credited, Mc. Moor could not by any
possibility have misunderstood the im-
port of what Mr. Lovekin and I told
him, because we thrashed the whole
thing out in an interview extending over
a couple of hows. If, therefore, the
statement of Mr. Scaddan is a trne -
production of what My. Moor told hiwn,
there can he no words too strong (o
denounce his Aagraut mendaecity. M.
Lovekin and T pointed ont te Mr. Moor
that we had been so impressed with his
statement (hat we songht access o the
files, but when we had seen them his
vlharees disappeared altogether. Thoze
who are immune from legal conse-
quences by reason of “privilege” may,
apparvently, make unfounded charges,
but pewspapers find it necessary to
prove their facts as far as possible he-
tore publishing them.
Mr. Walker: That is a slur on Parlia-
nient.
The PREMIER : That is signed by M.
Waoaods.
My, Seaddan: You aught to deliver a
lecture about culture.

The PREMIER: When the hon. mem-
ber makes such unwarrantable charges as
he made the other might when he ought
to have known they were not true, he
dares to accuse me of having a want of
enlture in reading a letter wrilten to me
in defence of the man he attacked. Is it
too inuch to ask that the members of this
House and the leader of the Opposition
in parfienlar shall take, at any vate {he
same trouble that these people take, to
aseertain the truth of the faets before he
publicly condemns and charges them?

My, Seaddan: Is that the usnal pro-
ceduve, to go fo the Department and see
all the files—can any member go and sce
the files if he has a complaint to make?

The PREMIER: Y do not know that
any member bas been refused permission
to see the files. T say at once it all de-
pends npon the ohject the hon. member
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may have. 11 he wanis to get at the
truth tuere would be no objeetion to his
seeitrg the files, as far as 1 am concerned,
but if be wants werely to base an aftack
and vse the informalion for ulterior pur-
poses, then the ease may be different.

Mv. Hudson: When you want to slander
Parlianent you get Lovekin to write a
letier.

The PREMIKR: 1 did not get. Mr.
Lovekin to write; I simply referred this
paragraph from Mr. Seaddarn’s speeeh to
My, lovekin and asked, “What is the
position 27

Mr. Scaddan inlerjected.

The PREMIER: It has been said that
the biggest tyrants in the world cannot
staid any punishment themselves. There
is another consideration, to which 1 do not
think 1 ueed give more than passing re-
ference. 1t is the guestion of publicans.
The hon. member most unfairly charged
a member of another House with heing
a party to this. Publicans, he said, had
obtained laud over genuine applicants,
and Mr. Sommers had had the land for
sale. My, Semmwers has written a letter
toe the Press denying if. I do noi think
it is necessary to read it to the House.

Mr. Seaddan: I again vepeat the charge
and will challenge Mr. Sommers to put
in his resignation if I prove it.

Mr. Bolion: Read the letter.

The PREMIER: Here is the letter—

Mr. Scaddan in moving his no-conii-
denee wmotion yesterday stated :—“There
were publicans in Perth who were able
to obtain land over the heads of genuine
applicants and who, immediately after
securing sueh land, turned yound and
placed it in tbe hands of a well-known
member of Parliament, namely (for he
would not minece matters), Mr. Som-
mers, M.L.C., auclioneer. He had be-
fore bim plans laken from the office of
that member of Parliament showing

certain lands which had been issned {o

certain publicans of Perth” 1 shall

be glad if Mr, Seaddan will supply me,
through your columns, with the names
of the Perth publicans rveferred to, ns
sn far 1 have been unable to find such
names upon my books. 1 might state,
however, for Mr. Scaddan’s informa-
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tion, that sinee I bave been in business
I have never sold any unimproved C.).
land, nor do [ think among land agents
in general is it a custom to sell npim-
prroved blocks.

Mr. Seaddan: He has offered them for
sale, ’

The PREMIER : The letter concludes—

The Lands Department af all times
insist upon proof that the land has been
improved before consenting to a trans-
fer.— Yours, ete, Chas. Sommers.

The hon. member is bowled out and he
knows it. Now I come to another ease.
I am dealing with the case he referred to
and based his indictment on, He men-
tioned the case of Messrs. Woods, Web-
ster, and Rose at Albany, and he made
a wreat deal of the faect that these people
had not bheen a success on the land they
had selected, and he practically blawed
the Government for it. 1 want to point
out that there is no blame attachable to
the Governroent in coonection with these
settlers. They were landed in Albany in
March of this year. They appear, as far
as | can ascertain, to be withont experi-
‘ence of land matters. One is a cabinet-
maker and another a solicitor. They were
not misled-—

Mv. Price: Who induced them io come
here?

The PREMIER: Perhaps the hon.
member. T do not knew. Anyhow, whai
has the indncement to do with it?

Mr. Troy: Are not all the immigrants
farm labourers?

The PREMIER: You get a few solici-
tors and eabinetmakers among them ac-
cording to this, and a great many domestic
servanis according to the leader of the
Opposition—the majority he says; I
will preve him absolutely wrong in that
too, bye and bye. These people came ont
and brought their families with them.
They eame fo Albany. I do not know
whether they were assisted immigrants; 1
am inelined to think they paid their pas-
sages. Thev went to Mr. Ridley, who is
a contraet surveyor, in order to ascertain
if there was any land available. He knew
all that would be suifable. They were in-
troduced—that is. Messrs. Rose brothers
and Webster, for Mr. Booth had not ar-
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rived in the State—they were introducad
to Mr. Ridley by a mutual friend. This
is a report by Mr, Ridley, and it reads—-
In reply to the Under Secretary for
Lands’ letter of the 27th inst.,, Messys.
Rose Brothers and Webster were in-
troduced to me¢ by a mutual friend whe
had travelled by the same boat. I ad-
vised them to take up wheat country
if they looked for a quick return, but
they said they wonld not go into a hot
and dry district as their wives and chil-
dren must be the first consideration.
I then asked what theyv wished to pro-
duce. They soid “apples and general
mixed fLarming” I next inguired
whether they possessed sufficient capi-
tal to imprvove land up to £20 per
acre and wait some veavs for a vetwn,
and they assured me that they had. T
believe, about £1,000 each, or would
have it shortly. I then took them out
and showed the land to them. They
had my services. two traps and susten-
ance for three davs, and T believe [
charged them £4. or it might have been
£5. 1 was away from my work and,
as there were three of them with healthy
appetites, 1 think 1his wns a very mod-
erate charge. They were very pleased
with the land and especially with the .
fact that there was permaneni water on
theiv blocks, [ advised them to evect
a windmill and wors the banks ;round
the swamp, as by doing this they could
et a summer return for \egetables, ete.,
T showed tlhem other orehards in Lhe
distriet and pointed out the similarity
of the soil and its adaptability for
apple growingz. Tt must be nnderstood
that Mr. Booth was not then in the
State. 1 strongly advised them not to
take out their wives and children until
they had proper accommodation for
them, and ovatucally T did vot press
them to buy an improved place. 1
pointed ont that on an improved place
they would still be inexperienced and
that mistakes would be more costly., As
far as the roads were concerned they
were shown places where my own ve-
hicles had bozeed the previous season,
and I advised them to leave heavy cart-
ing until after the first winter. As Mr,
Bonth says. T was introduced to the



§52

wives aud childven of Messrs. Ruse and
Wehster, and Mrz, Ridley and wmyself
did all we could to help them, at times
at cousiderable incouvenmience, al{hough
it was always a pleasnve to us. We
found thai they had a very pour im-
pression as to the sort of life they would
have, and we did owr uimost e pre-
pare them for the incouventences and
aven hardships .nseparable from pion-
eering, and my wite even weni so far
as to have them up to take lessons in
making bread, covking, and also milk-
ing cows.  For seme weeks | was camp-
ol near them, and several times 1 droy

one or the other into Mi. Barker wilh-
out dreaming of chavging them aay-
thing, and did a lot of careying for
them. 1 conlinned (0 impress apon
them that it would be better to leave
their families m town until the winter
was over,  Daving this time they seem-
vd very pleased with ther land and €.
pressed themselves so to the land agent
at Albany. 1 do not think that any set-
tlers, except Messrs., W. W. Mitchell
and Mr. Moir of Forest ITill, have had
anything to de with the rmatter; but
thev were hoth very bitier on the sub-
ject of the land heing surveyed and ad-
vertired lomg hefore these selectors’
arrival in ibe State, Mr., Muir went so
far as to threaten In public that e
would end my professional and depart-
mental eaveer evim if he had to go into
Parliament himself to dv so. These sel-
ectors have wasted money on houses.
T strongly advised them several time:
to employ an experienced bush ecarpen-
ter, but they are all “by way of being"
carpenters, My, Rose i= eertainly an
experienced cahinetmaker. The roads
have been very bad owing to the very
wet winter. but T do not know amy-
where that yon conld put seleetors on Lo
the land within 14 miles of a railway
and township w.th permanent water
and a good road. It is absurd :¢ sav
that they were cut off from food. The
horse and bogay they lhiad earried Sewt,
thrangh all sorts of hogs last wint>
and up fo the time T sold tlem. The
trap sold them had fonr very znod
wheels, so £8 was nut exorbitaut, aul
the horses were well worth the monev
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ad 1 otfered very lately o buy vae or
both of them hack at the same price,
but my offer was declined. They had
the use of horses, bugzy and collars
for two or three weeks hefore buyiny
ihem, although 1 was feeding the horses.
Mr. Booth's statervent Lt “Mr. Ridiey
was only looking after himself”™ was
most unfair and nograteful. They com-
plain that they have lost titenr oney,
but they have made no attempt to get
any return yet, and anyhow could not
expeet Lo do so, considering that they
only went on the ground at the hegin-
ning of the winter. Lo conclusion I must
say that I adbere to my opinion of the
land. and | feel swre that wuel of it
will be seitled shortly, and thai if the
new seitlers have the necessary capital
and the pluck and patience generally
associated with Britishers they will do
well. T bhave devoted aiueh time to
meeting White Star hoars and advising
settlers and helping the land agents at
Albany for the last three years, but I
shall be very shy of doing sv in the
future,

Sitting suspended from G.13 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER : The Surveyor General

has something to say upon this case, [
have a copy of his remarks, which L pro-
pose to read to the Honse. He says —

These hlovrks were surveved by M.
Ridley prior to selection on general in-
struetions which he held to mark any
suitable blocks. He valued the land
within these blocks at 8s. per acre, bnt
thought they might be worth 10s. Their
prices were fixed af 11s. por acre tn
cover cost of survey. Ipspector Moore
valuez the blocks at Bz per aerve. .\
classification of the bloeks is shown ou
tracinz,  The file contains My, Hewhy’s
repart on the land, fron. which it is
evident that. afthough le considers
much of the country is second-class, he
thinks il possible for the men t» make
a living off it if they go in for grazing
and other pursnits, On the strength of
Mr, Tlewby’s report the Agricultural
Bank decided to advanee to Mr. D. (1.
Rose £225; also a cimilar sam Lo Booth,
I have heen over part of the land in
question and =till consider that, el-



{11 Ooroeex, 1910.]

though it is not of the be:t quality,
parts of it are adapted for frait-gvew-
ing and gardening, and thal mueh of it
will protitably carry sheep if improved,
The litho. shows lhe elas<iiication and
valuation of very similav land in the
Incality which has been racently swh-
divided and priced. Mr, Ridley is a
contract smrveyor and therefore «puile
entitled to ehavge selectors for serviees
rendered and sell horses or other things
fo them. His charge of £5 2« for his
own services, trunsporl acd susienanee
for three days, is in mv opinion a rea-
sonable one. T van. hewover, oxjpress
no opinion from the dale herein as to
the value of the horses and traps. In this
case I do not think the appaveni fail-
rre of the selectors is die o the ehay-
soter of the country. They evidently
Fave been discouwraged by the adverse
upinions expressed upon it hy old set-
tfers, [ still think that it is possible
for men of a snitable stamp ta profit-
ably use this deseription of eountry.

AMr. Jaeoby: Thexy wounld want mneh
more maoney.

The PREMTER: TPossibly. T think
this  eonelusively shows that if these
people have failed—T mainiain thev have
not failed hecanse they have nof given
the land a proper trial.

Mr. Price: They have last their €400.

The PREMIER: They bave lost it
because ihey have thrown up the land.
They have never given ihe land a proper
trial. They taok possession of the land
eacly in March of this year, and what
sort of o trial can possibly be given to
land between March and Qetober? That
is what T want to know. Tt seems to me
they have bheen frightened by some very
bad advice.

My, Price: Ne wonder: they wanted a
boat to get to where they were in the
winter.

The PREMTER:
proved.

Mr. Price: The member for Swan can
hear me out in thai statement.

The PREMIER: Ther did not want
any hoat ko et there. There certainly
ix a fair nmount of rain in the distriet.
and the roads were bal as we can seo.

I think that i dis-
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M course they had all
settlers always have in
during the rainy season. The position
is this, that the charge that Surveyor
Ridley wisled there people cannot he sas-
tained from fthe cvidenee hefore the
House. The charge was that he ireated
them unfairly and made a profit out
of them. Thal, undoubtedly. cannot bhe
sustained. T wish to impress upon mem-
hers that SBurveyor Ridley had nothing
lo zain by misleading these people. In
faet, if Le wilfully and knowingly mis-
led them he would only be injuring his
own reputation, and it would rebound
on his own head.

AMr. Price:  Who aceused Surveyor
Ridley of these things?

The PREMIER: The men themselves:
the setlers aceused Surveyor Ridley. and
the ease was quoted by the leader of the
Opposition as being one of mismanage-
ment and maladininistration hy the
Lands Depactment and its offieers. T
have shown the Honse that this is not
so; T have shown that the land was not
worthless as alleged, and that if they
had known their business there was no
oseeasion ta throw up the land. As a
marter of Tael, the Aerenltural Bank has
agreed to advanee them movey on their
improvements, jnst as it does in other
portions of the Stare. Not only did
Booth and D. G. Rose have their appli-
cations approved., but Wehster and T.
W. Rose alsn. Webster had an approval
Tor £225, and Booth had an approval
for £223; T. W. Rose had an approval
for €275; and D. . Rose had an appro-
val for £225. These applications were
approved. Tt is true these people suh-
sequently advised the bank they did nnt
intend to take advantage of the appro-
val beeanse they had decided to throw
up their holdings on the adviee of the
local residents. Two local residents had
advised them, and if anything has gone
wrong with these settlers it is hecaunse
tiev 1onk (he ill-sdviee nf the ventlemnen
referved to.

Mr. Price:
dated?

The PREMIER: T ecannot tell the
hon. member, but T know the approval
was oiven,

the privations
new eountries

When was that approval
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Mr. Seaddan: Since the complaint
was lodged, I suppose.

The PREMIER: XNo, no; the appro-
val was given to the advanees before
they threw up the land, and the reasen
they did not avail themselves of the
advances was that they had decided to
abandon their holdings.

Mr. Price: They had already aban-
doned titem when Lhe approval wus made.
It was known ibey had abandoned them
and that they were living in Monnt Bar-
ker.

The PREMIER: It bas been by inier-
jection inferred that these gentlemen
were a sample of the immigrants the
Government were bringiug to our shores.
I wanl it to be understood that they
were not assisted immigrants. These
people eame out with their families on
their own accord.

M. Butcher: And good people, too!

The PREMIER: Thex were good pea-
ple, and the great pity is that they were
indueed to abandon their holdings and
nof attempt to make them successful.
The next ease that has been cquoted is
that of Mr. Court. T may say at onee
that it appears this man Moor made it
hi~ business te go round to different land
arxents inquiring if they had conditional
preghase land for sale in order to build
up chavges agniust the Lands Depavt-
ment. He did this also in Court’s case,
the same as 1 pointed vut in the informa-
tion ke attempted to wet the PNaily News
t» publish. The report I have with re-
aard to the Counrt case iz as follows:—

A. H. Conrt applied for Loeaticn:

14912, 1915, and 1921, situate at Dal-

walliny, whieh were thrown open for

selection on the 8th February last.

Strietly speaking his applications weve

not 1eceived by the department until

the 9ih.
This is a ¢ase wheve the application is
alleged to have been received un the day
following the elosure of applieation. T
18 allexed il was wrongly admiited. Hom.
members ean see for themselves how
mneh truth there is in that assertion.
The report goes on to sav—
Aecording to a marginal note on
the application forms by Mr. Thom-
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sett the applications were received
under instructions from Mr. Farmer,
and plaeed before the Land Board as
being in order. On commaunication
with Mr. Thomsets (who is at present
employed in the Northam office) le
states thal Lhe well remembers the cir-
cumstanees of the case which ave as
follows—*¥Mr. Court eawme into the
office hetore three o'clock on the 8th
February for the purpoese of making
applieation for the land, but not hav-
ing the deposit money with hin he left
the ofiice for a while te obtain same,
amd did not return uniil after three
velock (elosing time), He (Thom-
sett) then eonsulied My, Farwmer, whe
instructed that the applieation should
be veeeived.”’ My, Tlhomsett s aloest
certain that the application was lodged
on the 8th (ufter three o’clock), al-
though it is dated the $th.”
T.el me emphasise this point, that if there
was a mistake made in regard to this mat-
ter, if they did decide to allow this applica-
tion to be lodged after the oflice was closed
on the Sth, or, perhaps, early on the 9¢h,
the whole cirenmstances of the case were
subsequently explained to the land board,
and the board decided to consider Mr
Court an applieant.

Mr. Seaddan: Who is the chairman of
the board?

The PREMIER: I do not know.

Mr. Sceaddan: The same gentleman
who instrueted that the application should
be received.

The PREMIER: Possibly. 1 am not
denxing that faet, bui ihere ave other
members an the board and they arve unt
going to be influenced by the chairman.
The veport proeceeds—

Thie eircumstances of the case were
subsegnently explaived to the land
hoaard and the board decided to cousider
Mr. Court an applicant and to hear his
evidence. copy of which is given here-
ubder:—(My. Court appeared in per-
sont.  “Block 1912, He had never
held any agricultaral land in this State,
hut ap» th a month ago he had a garden
area on tbe goldfields. Tf he were
granted the block he proposed to go in
for wheat and sheep. He had not seen
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ile land but he took it up trom the
plan and was guided by the bank ad-
vance of £300. He had had a
little experience of ftarming in
Gippsland  and  other places in
Victoria. He had been appren-
ticed to an agrieultuwral implement
maker in Victoria, Lf he were granted
the block he could see his way clear to
make a do of it, as he possessed between
£6,000 and £7,000 capital. He was a
married man with one ehild, a hoy aged
live years. He had been 16 years in
1his State, chiefly mining on the gold-
fields. Me desired to go on the land
and bhad been debating with his wife
whether to go to Queensland or to stay
liere. He was also an appliecant for
hlocks 1915 and 1921, and snbject to
liis getting this block he would take the
other two, and desired to have sufficient
fand in vrder to permit of future expan-
sion, He did not eonsider two blocks
containing about 3,000 acves sufficient
to make a good sheep station, THe
hoped to be able to get some pastoral
counttry just to the south of  these
Mocks.”

After hearing the whole of the evidence
the board decided that his application was
admissible and they decided that he was a
snitable applicant and ‘they gave him the
land.

Mr. Seaddan: What has he done with
it?

The PREMIER : Since then three
months’ extension of time to take pos-
session of it las been granted to Mr.
Court. 'Chis time expires on the 1st Nov-
ember, and I am informed that tenders
have already been ealled for clearing 800
* acres of the land. Tt seems to me this
does away with any suggestion of ecor-
roption as alleged by Mr. Moor; and no
matter how we may deplore the faet that
applieants for conditional purchase land,
or those who are suecessful in getting
it granted to them, may try to dispose
of it without doing any improvements on
the land, yet there is no system I ean
think of that will prevent a man dispos-
ing of his equity on redemption. The de-
partment earefully watch every transfer
with n view of refusing same unless the
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statutory improvements have been carried
out. This action was taken in one case
and fully subsiantiates my assertion. An-
other case referred to was that of Dunk-
ley, and I say here that the member for
Albany interviewed the Minister with re-
gard to that case, and I understand the
papers were immediately placed at his
disposal. 1 think he did not take the
trouble to peruse the papers and ex-
pressed his satisfaetion with the explana-
tion made te him. Possibly he has
primed his leader, the leader of the Op-
position, with the facts in connection with
this ease; but, in ovder that there may be
no mistake with regard to those facts, let
me explain them to the House. This man
was granted an avea in the Stirling Es-
tate, Lot 73, in April, 1909; he then
found unfortunately that the lot had al-
ready been granted to another person and
that a clerical ervor had beenr made im
the department, due presumably to the
inexpevience of ome of the officers. He
expressed his willingness to accept Lots
208 and 209. The lots he wanted were re-
served at the time, but it was decided
afterwards to throw them open for selec-
tion. This was done with a proviso that
only those who alveady held land in the
Stivling Bstate should apply. The board
dealt with the applications and gave
Dunkley lot 208, and Krygger, who also
applied for both lots, lot 209. The unfor-
tunate business position is that Dunkley
did not own any other land on the estate
although his father did, and he is appar-
ently ineligible; at any rvate his applica-
tion has not been approved. YWhere then
is the seandal in conneetion with the caset
I contend that all these cases are shown
to be abselutely nothing, Then the leader
of the Opposition twrns to Myers’ case
and makes a charge against that family.
As to this family, the only case that any
exception may be taken to is that of F.
Myers; he holds 1,000 acres uader resi-
dential conditions, and a homestead farm
of 160 acres adjoining. He applied under
Section 64 to econvert the blocks into non-
residential blocks in order that E. J.
Myers—whether a brother or eousin, I do
not know-—might seewre them. The latter
already held the maximum nnder the resi-
dence conditions, and 300 acres under non-
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residence, aud he could not therefore hold
the whole of this land, and the application
was refused. The quesiion of forfeitwre
is now under considevation. The Myers
family. which consists of some 16 per-
sons all told, I know from my own per-
sunal inspection of their land when theve
Inst vear. are doing exeellent work, and I
think I may quote from a leiter received
in order tv show what work has been done
on their property. Nothing wrong has
been done. An application was made to
transfer Jand to another member of the
family. but that is under counsideration,
and up to the present the land has not
heen =0 transferred.

Mv. Sceaddan: Can 1 see the papers in
conneclion with that case?

The PREMIER: Yes. and in eonnec-
tion with any of the eases. This is what
My, Myers writes from Wongan Hills
on the 20th September—

Sir: 1 read in a recent mormng paper

that vour notice had been directed to a

letter written by a person named Hy.

AMoor, of Dalwallinn. In that letter

referenee was made to land being held

at Nalwallimy by “speenlators who al-
ready leld large areas al Woungan

Hills.” 8o far as T know the only

persons who hold leases at Wongan

1G1ls and Dalwallinn are my nephew.

. J. Mrers. and myself. E. J. Myers

holds 300 aecres C.P. and 300 aeres
grazing lease at, Wengan, and 1.000

aeres C.P. af Dalwallinu: T held 1.000
acres (P, at each place. The improve-
ments on my holding at Wongan inelude
7 miles of T-wive feneing: 40 acrc:
cleared (25G of which is ander crop);
3 dams;: 6-roomed house; man’s quar-
ters; 7 horse stables; barn, efe.. all of
these improvemenfs were commenced
and completed in 18 months. On my
Palwallinu block T have 300 acres ring-
barked and 70 acres hurned down ready
for elearing next vear, BE. J. Myers has
200 acres cleared at Wongan. and thai
area is now being ploughed for crop-
ping next vear:; and has erected a com-
fortable 4.roomed house. The improve-
ments on his Dalwallinu block are 300
aeves ringing and the work is still pro-
ceeding, He bas been residing af Dal-
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wallinu for some months, ana 13 now vn
his way to Goomalling for galvanised
iron to roof his dwelling at Dalwalling,
Both wmyself and nephews are per-
feetly satisfied with our prospeeis, and
as you are aware have sold out all
other husiness inierests and are now
seltled on the land with farming as our
only business. Henry Moor's slale-
ments  concerning us  are absolutely
without foundation; we are not specu-
lators in any seuse of the word, and we
are bhusy working and improving our
holding= (and minding our own busi-
ness). | am satistied that we have done
nwte on our Dalwalling  leases than
Moor and his sons have on theirs.
Moor is apparently a very had failure,
aud from the way he writes [ think le
will continue to fail on the land. I
would alse like to tell you that myself
and nephew will have all of our leases
ail Dalwalline completely ringbarked by
the end of this year, and have arranged
to have them enclosed during the winter
with a rabbit-proof fence. Does this
look speculative or bona fide? Moor
suvs he has 12 in family. Now, besides
myself my three nephews are each mar-
ried: one has five children; one has
three; and the other has one—making in
all sixteen genuine, well satisfied set-
tlers, not speculative or morbid like thal
man Moor, who went to Perth and made
unfounded statements to the detriment
of the best interests of this splendid
State. You are at liberty to make use
of this letter in arliament or elsewhere
in refutaiion of Moor's allegations so
far as they rvefer to us.—Yours faith-
fully {Signed) Abm. Myers.

It seems to me that after all what we want
in this State is that the lands shall be de-
veloped. and shall be improved and eulti-
vated. it is not the husiness of the de-
partment to harass genuine settlers. even
though slight errors might oecur, T would
appeal 1o the House to endorse the opinton
that when we have thousands of settlers
coming on to our lands, when we have
thousands of aeres. nay hundreds of thou-
sands of acres. even millions, being thrown
open for selection, and being taken up, we
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are bound 10 liave some mistakes, even in
the best regulated department, and I think
that rather than try to enlarge and ex-
aggerate these eomplaints it is the duty of
every member to endeavour to minimise
them as mueh as possible, as the Govern-
ment and the department are doing. The
ohject of the Government is {o help the
setiler. and not to throw obstacles in his
way. T believe that a member of this
House applied for the forfeiture of some
of these blocks so that he and his friends
might have a chance of taking them up.
He will have a chance to apply for them
if they are forfeited, but, whether he will
get ihem or mnot depends on the Land
Board. The last case the leader of the
Opposition made much of, and quoted in
his indiectment against the Government
was that of Clarke and party. This case
has occupied pretiy considerable attention
berause of the fact that certain action was
taken by land agents to deery this coun-
try and wire to the .lge, Melbourne. to
see if the party conld be indueed to settle
in Vietoria. It is admitted at once that
some of the publications issned by the
Agent General's office might be read to
convey the meaning placed on them by the
leader of the Opposition, but immediately
this point was hrought to light, and
hrought under my notice by my colleague
the Minister for Lands, I cabled ordering
a substitution of another form for the
one now being issued pointing ont that
applications would have to be dealt with
by the Land Board when more than one
was received for the same block.

Mr. Seaddan: Have you withdrawn all
the other publications?

The PREMIER: Certainly. This is a

copy of the cahlegram I sent on the
23rd September—
Your publications faulty. Recom-

mend you eonfine distribution literature
for present to copies of 1910 Land
Selectors’ Guide vecently forwarded
youn. If supply insufficient get quan-
tity reprinted England. inserting any
fresh np-to-date illustrations you have
available.  Also insert slip in every
copy stating that “in the case of simul-
taneous applications for anv land the
matter is referred to Land Board for

857

decision; notice of the date, time, and
place of such sitting is given the appli-
cants, and they are permitted to appear
in person and give evidenece in support
of their application. Where qualifica-
tions are equal married men are given
the preference.” =~ Regarding folder
TFestern -Australia, 1910 edition, stop
eireulation pending receipt revised edi-
tion. In future when preparing new
publications submit draft proposals
here first. By first mail please forward
copies of all literature distributed from
your office.
This shows that the department are alive,
and that if two constructions can be pnt
on printed matter issued at Home, some
more definite publieation will he issuned in
its place. T have mel Mr. Clarke, and
found him te be n very estimable gentle-
man. He interviewed me, and I found
him most reasonable. We do not want to
lose him from Western Auslralia.  The
action the Governmenl took shows at once
that the department are ouly too anxious
to make everyiling as clear as they ecan,
We do not want to mislead anvone.
Mr. Collier: Thd yon tell Ranford to
shut up his “matrimonial” departmeut.
The PREMIER: As soon as it was
found that any two construetions eould
be put on a printed eirenlar, steps were
taken to rectify the position. In future,
as will be seen by the instructions 1 have
given, all literature must be submitied
here first before being issued. That can
easily be done, for it is only a matter of
a couple of months. That will obviate to
the greatest degree any errors such as
those I have referred to. In view of the
fact thai there might have been two dif-
ferent construetions put on the publica-
tions issued, everything possible has been
done to assist M. Clarke and party to get
land. They applied for some 10,000 acres
at Kerkenin and Kumminin but they re.
sented having to go before the Land
Board. As other applieations were in
for the land, that was recessary under our
system. They said that they were not
advised that it wonld he necessary to go
before the Land Beard at the time they
decided to come ont from the old country.
e have, however. pnt that vicht, They
also desired to get contiguous holdines.
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Mr. Scaddan: Is it not a fair indiet-
ment against the Government that they
had not informed the Agent General that
applicants for land would have to go be-
fore the Land Board? Conditions are
altered here, and the T.ondon office ave not
advised,

The PREMIER: This eustom has ex-
isted for years in Western Aunséralia. If
there has been an error in the London
office. snrely the Qpposition are not going
to saddle that on my colleague the Min-
ister for Lands. The erver has heen rap-
idly remedied. Where in the world can
one find a case, with so hig 2 movement as
that going on here, with thousands of im-
migrants coming in, with thonsands of
applications for land, not only from immi-
srants but also from the rvesidents of the
State, without some ervors eveeping in, I
was pointing ont that Clarke and pavty
applied for land at Kerkenin and Kum-
minin. Of eourse they could not get it
granted to them without going before the
Land Board. An effort was made to
place these people where they counld have
contizuous holdings, and 12,000 acres
which had already passed the Land Board,
and was available for seleetion lo anyone
who walked into the office, was at their
disposal.  This was at Mount Marshall
where the land was reserved until these
people could inspeet it. In view of all
the circumstances free passes were
eranted to enable these people to proceed
to Kellerberrin, and they went to inspect
this land. They returned to Perth and
expressed their satisfaetion with it, and
it was understood that all the trouble was
ended. A day or two later, after having
oiven the matter further consideration,
they decided that they would not take up
this 12,000 acres of land and that they
would still proceed with their application
for land at Kumminin. They appeared
before the land board and out of twelve
blocks which they applied for they secured
two. Then they started to ventilate their
erievances in the local Press, and their
agents, Messrs. Stacy & Williams, wired
to the Melbourne .lge as hon. members
know, Now these people are applying
for furiher land whieh has heen thrown
openn at Kumminin and their appliea-
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tions will be dealt with by the land board
in the course of a few days. It seems to
me that T can claim this with regard to
that particular party, that the Depait-
ment has done evervthing in its power to
assist them.

Mr. Seaddan: Did anyone give Lhem
a promise to obiain land?

The PREMIER : Not to my knowledwe.
There was 12,000 acres reserved for them
at Mt. Marshall and they went there to
inspeci this land, but they refused to take
it up. T sax that for the land agents,

. Messis. Staey & Williams, who are doing

pretty well in Western Anstralia, to take
the first opportunity to malign this eonn-
try is at any rale an uupatriotie move as
far as they ave concerned, and T want
here ta warn prospective settlers to leave
alt land agents alone and go direet to fhe
department. It is onlv when they go te
land agents that trouble begins, and as
far as I am concerned I will take care
that land agents are kept within the striet
limits of their rights as far as the Lands
Department is eoncerned. Tt is impos-
sible for all applicants for land to get
picked blocks when new land is thrown
open for seleetion; when vou have 50 or
100 applicants for one bloek of land in an
area which has been eut up. they eannot
all expect to get it. As I said before,
at the present time there are 800,000 acres
af land available for anvone who likes to
walk into the Lands Office and take up a
block. and they can see there the complete
system which my eolleagne, the Minister
for Lands. has initiated and is earrving
ont, and they can ascertain how much the
Agrienltural Bank is prepared to advance
on each block.

Mr. Heitmann: Are they prepared to
advanee anything on this partieular
800,000 acres?

The PREMIER: Of course they are;
you can go down and look.

Mr. Heitnann: There are 800,000 acres
and you cannot get one penny on it.

The PREMIER: Anvone ean take up
a block of land and get it within a very
short time,

Mr. Heitmanan:
made on it,

The PREMIER: T tell the hon. member
there is,

And no advance is
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Mr. Heitmana: Then ask the Minister
for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it is pos-
sible.

The PREMIER: Those who take vp
the land ean see exactly the amount that
will be advanced on it; if no money will
be advanced on it they need not take it
up, There is plenty of land on whizh
money will be advanced. I want to know
where are the charges against the Lands
Department?  Everyone of them have
bheen proved to be futile and of no effect.
Is the Government to be condemmed on
such flimsy accusations?

Mz, Scaddan: You will find them in
Hansard No. 10.

The PREMIER: Are we to be con-
demned on the complainis of the man in
the street and the disappointed selector
who has come here and who Thas
no knowledge of agrienltoral puor-
suits, the man who has lived in a
solicitor’s office in the old counfry
and expeets to make a success on the
first go off in a new conntry and on virgin
s0il?  Are we to be judged on the general
results of our administration? The fact
that the Minister for Lands snrveyed such
a large arvea of country last year,
2,664,000 acres, as against 1,779,000 acres
in the previous year, at an extra cost of
only £971, I think speaks volumes in
favour of his administration. It should
be a satisfactory reply to any charge of
maladministration. TLe{ me pass away
from these charges against my colleagune
and his department, which T have proved
to be so groundless, and let me refer to
the oft-repeated cry that the leader of the
Opposition has raised against me in con-
nection with the day labour guestion. The
hon. member on every occasion tries to
pin me down to the fact that I have been
opposed to departmental construetion or
day labour. I admit at onee and I have
always admitted, that I believe the eon-
tract system is the best system. On the
other hand, I would take good care that
the contractors did not get more than they
were entitled to receive from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Heitroann: Why do vou give them
eontracts over and ahove the Estimates?
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The PREMIER: Will the hon. mem-
ber try and keep quiet while I explain.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

The PREMIER : I have pointed out on
more than one occasion that if I have
found that the contractors were opening
their months too wide, I have not hesitated
to construct public works departmentally.
We have this cast in onr teeth by hou.
members who individually and eollectively
are pledged to departmental econstruction,
that is, day labour every time, no matter
whether it costs more or less. The mem-
ber for Guildford did not think so when
he was a member of the Labour Govern-
ment some five or six years ago. The fol-
lowing extract, whieh is from the policy
speech of the tben Premier, shows the
attitude of the Labour Government, ant
the then Minister for Works in connee-
tion wilh it.

My, Collier: Paor old Subiaco.

The PREMIER: He is all right now.
It is a perfectly sound speech and the
mewmber for Subiaeco has not altered his
opinions one iota; but the member for
Guildford has when he is supporting sach
charges as ibhe Opposition have made.
This is the extract—

The Minister for Works in adminis-
tering his department had endeavonred
as far as possible, to adopt that method
of construetion which was most favour-
able to the public. The Government
had not attempted to construet all work
hy day labour; bhe bad no hesitation wn
saying that it wonld be impossible {o
do such a thing with advantage, and the
same remarks could apply to the con-
traci system,

That was the prineiple which actuated the
Minister for Works and the Government
intended to adhere to it as long as they
were in office. I commend that to the
member for Guildford and hon, members
opposite. That is exactly the attitude I
took up. and oné of 22 railways which
have been econstructed during my oecu-
pancy of this bench 11 have heen con-
strueted departmentally and 11 by con-
tract, As I have always said. I am pre-
nared to give the contractors work when-
ever they are within reasonahle measnre
of the department’s estimate, but if they
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ask toe much then T shall be prepared to
do the work departmentally. ‘The leader
of the Opposilion then gzoes on to tackle
e on the immigration question. and lLe
makes tle serious eharge that the majorily
of the immigrants we are bringing out
are female domestie scrvants, Heie
again he i ahsolutely wrong in his faels
He has evidently not taken tlie trouble
to look up the records and aseertain
whether the statements ave right or
wrong.  On turning up the records for
the last six nonths 1 lind that 1,400
innmeranis have  arrived in the Stare,
35 were nominated, 143 men, 135 women,
and 137 children: all of those of course
are going to their friends or relatives who
Lave nominated tliem,

Mr, Seaddan: T say. No.

The PREMIER: [ =ay. Yes. Anyone
who nominates a persen from the old
country as an assisted mmmigrant pledges
himself, or herself, o look after that
nontinated person when he or she arrives
in the State, There were 965 immigranis
agsisted ; these arve the immigrants the
hon. member referred to, namely 516 men,
330 women, and 119 children. Amoung
the 330 women were 19 domestic ser-
vants: 196 out of a total of 1,400. vet the
hivn. member eharges us with bringing in
a vast majority of female domestic ser-
vants. All these domestie servanis se-
cured situations immediately after they
arrived here,

AMr. Seaddan: They ave all mavried now.

The PREMIER: 1 hope so. The hon,
member scems to thiok that all immmigrants
are land seekers. A small percentage of
the assisted immigrants take up land im-
mediately : most of them prefer to work
for others and so gain eolonial experience,
The immigration system is on a very solid
hasis and during Aungust and September
last  vacancies were advertised at the
Labour Burean totailing 922, Out of
that number 651 positions were filled, =
that the supply was nothing like the de-

mand for labour. This includes the
people whn have alveady been in the
State a number of years. Out of 161

sinele farm labourers who were registerad
during thiz month ail ihe Lahour Burean
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all found situations from two to live dayvs
after their arrival.

A, Bwan: How long did they remain
in their positions?

The PREMIER : The hou. member cau
hesl answer that, The work is there and
the bulk of them are doing well in their
sttnations,  Oulv last week 40 arrived:
36 were fixed up in a few days and of the
remaining four two are taking up land
and the other two prefer not to take up
land—-1 presume they have the tired feel-
ing after their voyage and want a rest.
The reports we hove received from all
over the country  at  the dmmigration
bureau point to a seareily of labour. Ts
it to be wondered al when applieations
for land during the last six months have
totalled 2,785, representing 1,170.000
acres, exelusive of pgrazing leases? All
thiz land has to he eunltivated and has Io
be opened up, and it will all need a large
amount of labour to do it.

Mr. Hudson: Does it inelude what has
been approved in the Esperanee distriet?

The PREMIER: I presume it includes
all land whervever it is. Let me make this
point also before T leave the subject, that
the immigration poliey is a suecess, and
hias beeu proved by the simple fact that
the people who lLave alveady settled iw
the country are applying for nominated
pasages for their wives, families, and
relatives, and the extraordinary average
for the past three months has been 40
per week. Is it not satisfactory to have
a position of affairs like that? T think
it refleets the greatest eredit on the Gov-
ernment of the day and shows it to be
the result of a progressive policy which
my colleague, the Minister for Lands, is
carrying out in his progressive depari-
ment,

Mr. Seaddan: Wlat de von do in the
case of a nominated tmmigrant who does
not comply with the conditions?

The PREMIER: The man nominating
himn is responsible and has fo pay the
maney. Let me again say one swallow
does not make a summer, and one bad
immigrant does not condemn the whole
lot. We are bound to get =ome who are
had and some who have passed inspec-
tion in the old country hut are nol what
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they claim to be, namely, agricultural
labouvers. But it is satisfactory to know
that, so far as we can ascertain, out of
the number of immigrants who arrvived
last year there have nnt been more than
12 failures.

Mr. Swau: Whal constituies a failure?

The PREMIER: A mad who will not
work is a failure in auy walk of life.
Seareity of labour iz being felt in other
avenues besides agticultuyal pursuits, and
it is a natural result of the increase of
prosperity which has eome over the coun-
try. The leader of the Opposition also
fell into a very grievous error when he
attempted to charge the Government with
something in connection with the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill, although knowing
nothing about it, and not having seen it.
It was the error of a very youthful and
inexperienced politician to presume to
criticise a measure he admits knowing
unthing about.

Mr. Scaddan: Ave you talkiog at the
member for Kalgoorlie now?

The PREMIER: I am talking of the
speech made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion on Thorsday night. Although he
tried to eenvinee this Hounse that it was
a eriminal aei on the part of any Govern-
ment to introduce a Redistribution of
Seats Bill on their own initiative, and
quoted the Queensland Aect, let me remind
him that the last redistribution of seats
in Vietoria was framed by the Cabinet
and the Cabinet was solely responsible for
it, The last vedistribution of seats in
South Australia, in 1901, was made on
fhe recommendation of the Gfovernment
of the day, and the same applies so far
as Tasmania is concerned. where it was
decided upon by Cabinet. In Queensland,
I admit, the system is followed as guoted
by the hon. member, and New South
Wales has a system by which they ecall in
the aid of three commissioners appointed
by the Governor; and, of course. they
have a fixed margin of allowance in the
quota of 1.200.above or below. Anvhow,
I want simply to briefly review the charge
that this Government are doing anything
out of the ordinary in presuming to ask
their officers to frame a Redistribution of
Seats Bill on certain lines, and present-
ing it to the House for aceeptance. am-
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endment, ov vejeclion. The Government
will take the responsibility for that mea-
sure when it is placed before Parliament,
and it will be found to be based on
equity and justice. I have Deen accused
by the hon. member of being reactionary
and of having changed my opinious. 1
should be sorry to think 1 could o
through half a eentury’s oxperience and
not change my opinions, If I have
changed I find [ am indeed in good com-
pany, and if I lLave, at any rate, the
slightest tinge of Toryism—as the hon.
member will have the public believe, al-
though I think T am the trne democrat of
this Honse—I should like to point out
that I have always sopporied democratic
measures, such measures as the Sunday
Labour Bill, the Truck Aect, the Arbitra-
tion Act, Payment of Members, Workers’
Compensation, Early Closing, and Fae-
tories Acts. I supported motions in the
old Parliaments of Western Australia in
connection with working men being ap-
pointed as justices of the peace, to en-
force a minimum wage in Government
eontraels, and eight hours a day for rail-
way workers, Tliese are not Tory mea-
sures. Snarvely they are democratie, liberal
in the extreme, and ought to counteract
the expressions of opinion which the hon.
member has quoted so freely from ihe
man in the streel. I supported measures
of this deseription, and can claim that 1
snecessfully intreduced and earried the
laud tax measuare through this House;
earvied it becaunse of the necessities of the
State—not because I like to impose taxa-
tion for the sake of taxing anyone, but
because, as Treasuwrer, I felt and knew
that the necessilies of the State were such
that we must have increased revenue. But
the hon. member would have us believe
a man must never change his opinions;
that once a Tory e must always remain
a Tory, and onee a Liberal he must be a
Liberal to the end. But there have been
far greater men than this Parliament
have even seen, in the old eountry and in
Australia, who have changed their opin-
ions with advantage to the country and
wood faith to themselves. I go vight back
to the early part of the 18th century. Sir
Robert Peel began his political eareer as
a sineere Tory and was afterwards head
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of a Liberal Adivinistration. passing such
measures as the Free Trade Bill of 1846.
Mr. Stanlev, subsequently Earl of Derby,
supported the Reform Bill and after-
wards became an uncompromising Tory.
Mr, (ladstone was a staunch Tory and
afterwards became the greatest Libersl
deader that Great Britain ever knew.
Disraeli commenced as a Radical and
ended up a stauneh Conservative. Cham-
berlain, the idol of Australians, was a
Liberal with Mr. Gladstone, and is now
a Unionist and tariff reformer, Mr.
Winston Clurchill, the voungest reeruit
tv the Tory ranks, leapt into fame when
he shattered Mr. Brodrick’s army scheme,
but jie now holds office with one of the
most radieal-libernl Ministries that ever
existed. There have been many others,
such as My, John Bright, the Marquis of
Hartington, Mr. Gosehen, My, Jesse Col-
lings, Mr, Trevelyan, the Earl of Sel-
bourne, and others too numerouns to men-
tien, In Australia Sir John Robertson,
a bitter opponent of Sir Henry Parkes,
resigned his seat in the New South Wales
Assembly and immediately afterwards
became the representative of the Govern-
ment in the Upper House in the interests
of strong and stable Government. Mr.
Trenwith, 2 man whom the hon. member
ought to know, was leader of tlie Labour
Party in Vietoria; he left thal party in
1900 and joined Sir George Turner’s Min-
istry. Mr. Kidston in Queensland was
driven out of the Labour ranks and is
now leader of a Liberal Government.
Many others have changed their political
faith from honest convietion, and if I
have ehanged shall I be denied the same
right? If I have become broader, more
liberal in my views through experience of
years, I can only sav I am proud of the
fact, The Wilson Government stands for
liberalism and progress, representative
of all classes of the communrity, and we

intend to carry our poliey or sink in the
fizht.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) : The Pre-
mier has now spoken for over two hours,
and for two-thirds of that time he has
been replying to charges of maladminis-
tration of the Lands Department made hy
the leader of the Opposition. After tak-
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ing up that long time in replying to them
he states he had nothing to reply to. The
Premier has simply supplied the publie
with the details to justify the general
attack made by the leader of the Op-
position, He has perused the depart-
mental files and secured absolute proof in
detail, which he has been good enough to
give to the general public to-night. Be-
fore I finish I shall have something to
say about the Lands Department, and
probably I shall be followed by the Minis-
ter for Lands, who will bave something
to reply to in addition to what his leader
has attempted to answer. Before getting
on to my specific indietment I want to
make a few remarks as to the administra-
tion of the affairs of the State at the pres-
ent time. The Premier started off by
referring to the supposed aection of this
party to bring about preference to
unionists. It is true that I and athers on
this side of the House have urged that the
court should be given the right to
grant preference to unionists just as
to-day the right exists tfo grant
to employers the first eclaim on union
labour. Tt must be in the minds of the
memhers for Menzies and Subiaco that
the Arbitration Bill, when originally pre-
sented, contained a provision for pre-
ference to unionists, and also for the right
of the employer to have first elaim to
union labour. But when the Bill reached
another place the preference to unionists
provision was streeck out.

The Minster for Mines: You attempted
to amend the Act in 1904, but not in that
direction.

Mr. JOONSON: It was part of the
policy of the party to put that Bill inte
its original shape as when presented by
the James Government. But the point I
desire to make is that I do not expect
the Premier to agree to preference to
unionists. We ask that the court shall
have the right to use its discretion—that
if the unionists can present their case so
as to justify the court in giving prefer-
ence. then the court shall be at
liherty to direet that preference shall
he poiven {o unionists, The Premier
does not agree with that. Why?
Recause he has always been in the posi-
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tion of a man who stands outside the
unions, of a man fattening on other peo-
ple’s labonr. The man who stands outside
the unions allows the unions to go on pay-
ing week affer week to increase the stan-
davd of conditions of labour, and work-
ing day by dav to protect the industry
from the workers’ point of view; and
wlien we go to the eourt the non-nnionist
reaps the same rewards as the unionist.
That is a miserable attitude to take up,
and the Arbitration Conrt should have
the vight to proteet the umionist against
an attitnde of that deseription; but it
ean with absolute consisteney be advo-
cated by the Premier. The Premier also
referred to the altack often and correctly
made—the charge that he has smpported
the propesal for a payment of 6s. a day
to labourers in this Siate, The Prem-
ier gave an absolute verification of that;
he gave the details as he did in connection
with the Lands Department administra-
tion. I was not in possession of the de-
tails previously, and T was inclined to
think that there must be some misunder-
standing after his statement at Subiaco,
when he declared the charge was a deliber-
ate lie; but he has now made it ont to be
an absolute truth. He said to-night he
did go to the court with a citation, and
that citation confained a provision for the
payment of 6s. a day. And what is his
justification? Tt is that the man who did
the work was only 16 vears of age and
that the work was not worth more.

Mr, Seaddan: He savs it is not worth
8s. per day.

Mr. JOHNSON: We know that the
Combine, Millars’ Karri and Jareah Com-
pany, Ltd., are paying Ss. per day for
that labour. and are we to take the Prem-
ier as a judge of the remuneration that is
to be paid for that class of labour, or are
we to take Millars’ who are constantly em-
ploying that labour? Thev have demon-
strated this eclass of labhonr is worth Ss.
per day. vet the Premier savs it is not
w_nrth more than 6s., and to-night he has
given verification of the charge repeatedly
made against him that he has advoecated
Bs. per day as a fair rate of pay for work-
ers in this State. Then the Premier went
on to reply to the statement that he op-
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posed the construetion of spur lines and
the opening up of agricultural districts
by a progressive policy of railway con-
struction; and although he denies this,
e immediately reads a speeeh in which he
ridiculed the policy. He ridieuled it when

it was brougt forward by the then
Premier, Mr. Daglish, now the Min-
ister for Works; and in the next
breath he took eredit for the very
administration of what he ridiculed

when the member for Subiaco was Pre-
mier. His speech to-night is a direet in-
dictment against the administration of the
then Premier, and [ was wondering how
the member for Subiaco felt when the
Premier was defending himself at the ex-
pense of the hon. member. Then
we heard sowething about these let-

ters of Mr. Moor’s. What was the
grievance Mr. Moor bhad against the
department? It was that certain

lands were given to one persun, that
these blocks were open to forfeiture and
that he applied for forfeiture and was
refused. The Premier went on with a
long statement, and it ill becomes the
Premier to ridienle any immigrant and to
talk about a man bringing in bean sticks.
After going through a lot of details, the
Premier went on to state that the depart-
ment to-day had done what Mr. Moor
asked them to do some time ago and what
he condemned them for not deing when he
asked for it. Mr. Moor made a charge
against the department, and now the Pre-
mier tries to defend the department
against Mr. Moor’s attack, and winds up
by saying, “We have done what Mr, Moor
asked,” consequently absolutely proving
the charge Mr. Moor levelled against the
department. I do not wish to refer to
the letters read by the Premier in his de-
sire to cast ridienle on Mr. Moor. I be-
lieve Mr. Moor has been badly treated by
the Government of the State.

Mr. Scaddan: Hear, hear!

My, JOHNSON: I believe Mr. Moor
was brougbt into the State hy misrepre-
sentation, like many others who have been
bronght into the State. Mr. Moor has
suffered by that misrepresentation, and
now that the man has failed because he
ot wrong advice in England and was
misled after he came fo the country, we
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tind the Premier of the State, in order to
justify his administration, trying to pour
ridicule on to this deserving colonist. 1
think it il! becomes him to do it, and it
Jooks distinetly worse when he goes out
of his way io get newspaper editors and
those associated with newspapers to write
letters 1o assist him in his desire, The
Premier then made reference to the de-
partmental construction of publie works
and he attached a statement made by the
ihen Premier, Mr. Daglish. I am prepared
to admit that the system then in vogue in
the Public Works Iepartment was such
that it was absolutely impossible to intro-
duce construetion by the department; but
T did introduce and absolutely stuck to
the departmental construetion of rail-
ways, because I found that they could be
built considerably cheaper and consider-
ably better by the department.

The Minister for Mines:
guote a certnin speech.

Mr. JOHNSON: I admit that as far
as the speech made by the Premier at
that time is eoncerned it can be attached
to me, but the point I desire to make
elear is that as Minister for Works I
found the cheapest way of eonstructing
railways in the best interests of the
State was departmentally. We tried it
and we proved it, and the Ministry of
the day are gradually and surely depart-
ing from that sound policy; and that is
the grievance we have against them. It
was proved conclusively—and T chal-
lenged time after time inquiry inte the
matter—that that method of econstrue-
tion was the best in the interesis of the
State, but it i1s being departed from,
and it is because of that departure that
we have this grievance against the Go-
vernment. Now, to get to the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition,
aone has to start off realising that we
are attacking a Ministry that has been
more generously {reated by the Press
than any Ministry we have had in Aus-
tralia—one might almost say that thev
have been more generally boomed than
any Administration in Australia: and we
find the Press right through almost cener-
ally eovering up the~'r mistakes or ap-l-
ogising for their mistakes, and on the

Yon might
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other laud absolutely exaggerating any
little suceesses that have followed their
efforts. [ am prepared to admit there
Lhas been a general improvement during
the recent years in the condition of Wes-
tern Australia, but we have also to ad-
mit that there has heen a general im-
provement thronghoul Amustralis, The
inprovement in conditions in Australiz
is not limited to Western Australia. As
a matter of fact, if we want to go to the
bigwest improvement, the most genuine
improvement in the condition of a State,
we have to go to South Australia, where
there is a Labour Government in power.
But I am not one of those who think
that because n State has improved, this
State or South Australia, Vietoria,
Queensland, or New South Wales, the
Ministers ought to get all the credit for
that improvement; but if we are to give
credit to Governments we should of ne-
cessity have to give that eredit to the
Federal (Government, because, after all.
the improvement has been so general
throughont Awustralia that, if Govern-
ments are to get the credit, that credit
must go to the national Covernment
that administers affairs throughout Aus-
tralia. As a matter of faet, the whole
thing has been general, and we can all
rejoice and participate in some litile
credit for the peneral 1niprovement right
throughount the nation. The Ministry
have been marked by their tenaeity for
office and by the absolute converse for
poliev—-converse for poliey, because we
find, taking their policy, taking the land
tax to start with, we know it was a
poliev of land tax without income tax,
but they were dictated to by the Legis-
lalive Couneil. The Legislative Council
told them distinetly that if they did not
attach an income tax to the land tax
and rednce the land . tax in proportion
it would not be passed, and the Govern-
ment absolutely departed from their
poliey and aitached an income tax to
the land tax as dictated by the Legisla-
tive Council. Mr. Rason promised us,
when he took over the reins of Govern-
ment—and this Government is a con-
tinzation of the Rason Government—
hat he would produce a Bill for the re-
Eorm of the Legislative Council, and vear



(11 Ocroser, 1910.]

.after year, eleotion after election, we
have had the same promise, but to-day
we are in the position that we find we
‘have not yet that Bill before us. Loeal
-option was promised by the Rason Go-
vernment, it has been promised every
year sinee, but there is grave doubt in
my mind and in the minds of a lot of
people in the country as to whetber the
Government are sincere in their desire
to pass the Lieensing Bill at all. But
while Ministers have not been closely
-sticking to poliey, we find on the other
band that they have sticking closely to
office. We know it by the fact {hat ve-
peatedly their policy has been altered
by this Chamber; we have defeated their
poliey time and timne again as outlined
in Bills, and we find how suececessfully
criticism has been combated in order to
keep office. 'We -find that those who
have eriticised Lrom the Government side
have been silenced in order te avoid
-disaster; and not only hiave members crit-
icising from the Government side of the
House been silenced, but we also find
that, immediately an attack has been
made on any particular  department.
there has heen a change or a re-shuffle
to avoid the disaster that would inevit-
ably fullow unless there was some move-
ment. For instance, we found {he pre-
sent Premier Minister for Works; then
he went to the Treasury because of some
criticism, and then he went back to
the Works Department and somebody
else had a try as Treasurer. Then Sir
Newton Moore went to the Lands De-
partment; there was n little eriticism
against lands adwinistration; then he
went to the Treasury; there was a htle
more criticism and then Sir Newtou
Moore went out altogether. We find
also we had a little corner party at one
time, eonsisting of the member for Kal-
roorlie, Mr. Keenan, the member for
Northam, Mr. Mitehell, and the late
member for Fremantle, Mr. J. Price.
'These three men were erities of the Go-
vernment policy, and what did we find?
They were immediately silenced by two
of them geliing paid portfolios and by
the ‘otlier being made an honorary Min-
ister. Tt is to the credit of one of these
gentlemen, namely, the member for Kal-
£33)
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goorlie, that he evidently carried his
eriticism into the Cabinet, he was eon-
sistent in liis poliey, eventually with the
result that Jie was duly passed out. Then
the late Mr. James Price convenienily
made room for another eritie, and Mr.
Nanson, wlo bad made himself objec-
tionable from the self-same corner where
the three silenced imembers sat, got
£1,000 per year. Then owing to the
indiseretion of the Attorney General last
put into Cabinet, the member for Subiaco
had, from his seat in the House, to de-
fend himself from an attack on his ad-
ministration made by that indisercet
Minister; and because of the eritieism
then given by the member for Subiaco,
we find that hon. member also earns
£1,000 a year,

My, Heitmann: The turn of the mem-
ber for Murray has yet to come. .

Me, JOHNSON: Oue could go on. Re-

. lerence has beeun made to the member

for Mnrray, but he will hear from me
before I have fnished. '
My, Bolton: He gets £1,000 o vear.
Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, he gets that;
I suppose it is in the gift of the Miuis-
ters. 1 c¢laim that the Ministerial career
since 1905 has been ‘‘absolute unce-
deemed promises.”’ Promises made by
Mr. Rason have been repeated year after
year Iy the Continnation (fovernment,
yet fo-day we can put our fingers on
measures that were made promineni in
Mr. Rason’s speeches and that lave not
vel been passed by this Chamber. We
find that political critivism in the Press
and by memrbers has been silenced. We
find the Press silenced by the granting
te a very large extent of advertising in
connection with Government land. For
instanece, it is a common thing to pick
up a paper advertising the sale of some
particolar land in a loeality where you
could not possibly buy the paper if you
wanted it. When we see this, time aflvr
time, we can only eome to the one con-
clusion that these advertisements are not
given with any desire io advertise the
resources of the State. but rather with a
desire o silence criticism that might
core or would eome if the Press did their
duty to the public in recard to the ae-
tions of the present Government. The
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-Press {o-day devete considerably mote
‘time to bhooming or assisting the pariy
than to aiding the State. As a matter
nf fact. T say advisedly the Press of
Jlis country are sacrificing the interests
of the State in the interests of party.
1 do not desire fo say anything in con-
Juestion with the Jalest re-constraction
_except this—

Mr. Heitmann: It speaks for itself.

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes; bul 1 wish to
.88y as one of a political party in this
State that 1 believe we were wanting ‘n
our duty in connection with the eleetion
of the Minister for Works at Subiaco re-
eently. I believe it was our duty to give
the people of Subiaco au opportunity -f
voicing their opinion in connection with
‘the inclusion of that gentleman in the
Ministry. We failed to do that, and we
failed in owr duiy to this State. While
we have party Government it is the duty
of the parties to give the people an op-
portunity to voice thelr opinion. I
wanted the people of Subiaco to have
that oppertanity, and had the people of
"Subiaco been given the opportunity to
- voice their opinion the member would have
bad a very close shave, even if successful
in securing the seat which he now holds.

The Minister for Miuves: 1f you really
“thonght that yon would have tried ii.
© Mr. JOHXSO0XN: T really did think so,
and that being so I was very anxions to
. see an opponent found for the hou. gen-
, Hleman. YWhile the Minister makes a
great deal of fhe fact that he sacrificed
himself in the interests of the State, that
- he has left a snug little billet as Chairman
_of Committees in order to take an extra
. £600 a year for the sake of his bleeding
_eonntry, T am inclined to think that he
is only a stop-gap, that he was only used
_ because the lion. gentleman recently
elected for Beverley upset all ealenlations.
31 think the Minister should be kiud,
_shonld be generons, to the people of Bev-
‘erley, and that he should give one-half
of the difference between his presenf and
_past salaries to charities and institutions
" in Beverley, for it is well known among
“the people that the gentleman successlul
“in that election was not the one wished
_ fior by the Government. Another gentle-
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man, supposed Lo be he who would be
suceessful, was going into the Ministey
and not the member for Subiaco. Prob-
ably, after all, the member for Subiaco
bas a lot to thank the people of Beveriey
for. T desire to speak very briefly in
connection with the financial administra-
tion of the ‘“continuation” Government
for the last five years. We know that the
Government came in with a flourish of
trumpefs, that ¢hey would sguare the
finances, and «that there were going to be
na land values taxation, We find to-day,
five years since the statement was made,
that the [inances are not squared, and that
we have land values taxation in a limited
sense, There is no doubt that Mr. Rason
did make an effort to square the finances,
but it was made in a most cowardly
fashion, a fashion often resorted io by
incompetent Treasurers, and that was by
transterring revenne works to Loan Ae-
count. We find that for the last five
years the expenditure on public works
per annum has been graduaily reduced
hy an average of £40,000 a year, and that
this reduction is mainly eonfined to roads
and bridges and publie buildings, o
warks that are not reproductive in any
sense of the term. While we find that
vear after year the Government of the
day lave beer reducing at the rate of
£40,000 a year from the Revenue Aceount,
they have been spending at the rate of
£83,000 a year raore froin Loan Account
un those particular works. During the
years 1901 io 1905 on roads and bridges
and publie buildings, works that are not
reprodnctive, there was hardly a penny
piece spent by the Governments, and it
is worthy of note that during those years
there was greater political activity, great-
er freedom of eriticism from the Press,
fhan we have now. When the people
were more acfive politically, when they
starled to fight to get rid of the old For-
rest regime, we had sounder administra-
tion, with the result that there was no ex-
penditure of loan moneys on works not
distinetly reprodnctive. As a matter of
fact, if one only suggested the expendi-
fure of loan funds on a road, or a bridge,
or a public building, at that time, le
would be roundly condemned by the peo-
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ple and by the Press; but to-day we find
that this reduction of expendituve,
brought about by this cowardly transfer
from revenue to loan, is called by the
Press of this State, by the leading journal
of Western Ausiralia, true economy. A
reduction of vevenue expenditure on un-
reproductive works and an increase of
expenditure on these works from loan is
called economy. This expenditure of loan
funds on works not reproductive is not
a sound progressive policy. Now for a
few tigures. Take the year 1905. We find
that the revenue for that year was
£3,615,000 odd, while the revenue for
1910 was £3,657,000; therefore the rev-
enue for 1910 as compared with that for
1905, when this Government took office,
or, rather, when the “continuation” Gov-
ernment took office, was £42,000 more.
In 1905 the Labour Government spent
ont of revenue on public works £338,000,
but out of their £3,657,000 the present
Government in 1910, while they received
£42,000 more revenue, spent only £125,000
on public wor or a reduction of
£213,000 in that one item alone. We find
also that during thelr term the interest
and ‘sinking fund has increased by an
average of £47,000 per annum. In 1905
the’ interest and sinking tund amounted
to £765,000, while to-day it is close on
£1,100,000. The interest and sinking
fund of this State to-day is close upon
one-third of our fotal revenue.

Mr. Heifmann: A great and sound
policy.

.The Minister for Mines: You would not
borrow the money thernd

Mr. JOENSON: It is called a sound
financial poliey. During this term, while
the 'interest and sinking fund have been
increasing the revenue has been absolutely,
-or almost, stationary. Any increase in
the revenue, despite this large expendi-
ture on public works, this inerease in in-
terest and sinking fund, is almost entirely
confined to the sale of our assets, pamely
the sale of Crown lands. We find that
our debt has been increasing, that there
has been no inerease in revenue, and we
have been increasing the alienation of our
assets, the alienation of Crown lands. The
{{Jovernment, evidently realising this wun-
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satisfaetory, or rather dangerous, state -t._hf
affairs, decided to overcome it by another
cowardly method, that is by reducing the
sinking fund. We find that in our Bi‘l._ls
to-day. While for years past we have
boasted that we were sound in our finan-
cial methods here, as compared with other
States, owing o the provision of a sinklby
fund of at least one per cent., still the
Government, reslisisg now the unsound-
ness of their land poliey, have decided to
overcome theirv diffienlties by decreasine
the sinking fund to one-half per cent.
The Minister for Mines: What do the
Federal Government propose to do?

Mr. JOHNSOXN: It would have been
sounder if the Government had considered
the guestion from another point of view,
and that is the disecontinuing of expendi-
ture of loun moneys on works that are not
reproductive. 1 expected that the Min-
ister for Mines wounld interjeet to the
effect that we were oppored to the borrow-
ing of monev.  Whenever there is a
eriticism of loan expenditure, that is al-
ways interpreted to be opposition tu a
borrowing poliey; but 1 want again, to
deny that this party, or any other Labeur
party, as a parly, have opposed the hor-
rowing of money for the develo:pmpnt of
the resources of Australia. Tt is true that
we only propose to borrow, and our policy
15 only to borrow, money to be utilised on
works that will be reproductive.  The
party will never support the expendiwnre
of loan moneys on works that eannot he
shown to he reproductive. As I have
stated, there has heen, during the last
Year, an inerease in onr revenue, and I
think all have cause o rejoice that ithe
revenue iz increasing at last: but we have
to turn and tind -out what is ‘the
cause of the increase, where does
it come Ffrom. By looking thrdysh
the Statistical Register we find ;it
is confined to land sales and to an
increase in the railways. One natur-
ally turns to the railways to find out t:he
pObI'hOI:I there. T have gone to the trouble
of reviewing the position of our railways
in 1906, under one management, as com-
pared with that in 1910, under a change
of management. I find these figures. Pn
goods and coaching, that is passengers ‘and
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goods, the earnings in 1906 were £1,081,-
000, while in 1910 the earnings from these
twoe main items were £1,065,000; that
ghows that in 1910 there was a loss in
1he earnings of £16,000. More railways
are opened, our population is supposed
to be increasing and yet we find that in
1910 we earned less by £16,000 than in
1908. 1In the latter year the earnings per
train mile were £672.98, while in 1910

it was £308.83, or a decrease of
£164.53. Now we vome to the ex-
penditure.  In 1906 it was £1,201,000,

while in 1910 it was £1,097,000, or a de-
crease in expenditure in 1910 of £104,000,
We find that the earnings per train mile
were less and that the profits were greater
by over £100,000, and yet during this
year we had a fire at Midland Junetion,
which cost some thousands of pounds and
we also had an incereased expenditure, en-
tailed by the granting of 48 hours to the
ratlway workers. That is the point I
desire to make. Of this £100,000 no less
than £70,000 of it is represented by sav-
ings in wages and salaries, and I demand
an explanation of this, in the inferests of
the country, from the member for Murray.
‘Wa find that in 1910 the railways earned
less, and they showed £100,000 more pro-
fit. We find in 1910 that there is £70,000
saved in wages as eompared with 1906.
Either this indicates sweating on the part
of the management of the railways at the
present tinge or it is a damning indictment
of the administration of the member for
Muwmray. 1 want to know from the mem-
ber for Murray what all this means,
whether it was total incompeteney on his
part or whether it is sweating on the part
of the present Commissioner for Rail-
ways. That is the point T desire to make,
Of this £100,000 no less than £70,000 of
it is represented by savings in wages and
salaries, and [ demand an explanation of
this in the interests of the eountry, from
the member tor Murray. We find that in
1910 the ralways earned less, and they
showed £100,000 more profit. We find
that in 1910 that there is £70,000 saved
in wages as compared with 1906. Either
this indicates sweating on the part of the
management of the railways at the pre-
sent time or it is a damning indictment of
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the administration of the member for
Murray. I want to know from the mem-
ber for Murray what sll this means,
whether it was total incompeteney on his
part or whether it is sweating on the part
of the present Commissioner for Rail-
Ways.

My, Heitmann: A little of both.

Mr. JOHNSON: One gets interested
in this railway report, and naturally
turns to see the result of the constrnetion
of the agricultural railways. We
find that last year there was no less a
sum than £5,174 lost on the operation of
these railways. I have no objection to
that, I am onc of those who think that
from these agricultoral railways we get
an indirect benefit. I do not expeet those
railways to be directly profitable, or to
be profitable for a few years, but one is
justified in looking through the Commis-
sioner’s report to see how the railways
that were passed through this House ow-
ing to political influence have resolted in
their operations. Take the first railway,
which I suppose was one of the greatest
political railways passed by any Parlia-
ment in Western Anstralia; I refer to the
Katanning-Kojonup Jine. That line has
heen operated now for years, and we find
that last year there is again a losy of
over £1,500, 'Then we turn to another
political railway, which I opposed in sea-
son and out of season, and in the Chamber
and out of it, and I am sorry to say it
was supported by sume members on this
side of the House; I refer to the Wicke-
pin-Narrogin line. We find that it
showed a loss last year of over £1,000.
We come to yet another railway, that from
Toodyay to Bolgart, a railway in regard
to which certain threals were made onless
it was passed, and we find that line has
shown a loss of over £1,200. These three
railways, which were passed mainly for
political econsiderations rather than for
any desire to develop agrienltural interests.
represent a loss of £3,700 out of a total
loss of a little over £5,000. I desire to
make a few remarks in connection with
the administration of the varions depari-
ments. [ did propose to start with the
Mines Department. but T feel that a great
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deal of attention will be given to this
department by my friends from the min-
ing eonstitnencies; yet I eannot pass with-
out drawing the atteniion of the Chamber
onee more to the administration of the
Mining Development Vote. Year affer
vear T have drawn attentioh to the expen-
diture from this vote, and to the danger
of leaving a lump sum of this deseription
"in the hands of a Minister such as we
have at the present time, and slthough
vear after vear reference has been made
o this vote, and the administration of it,
we have never lad one concrete instance
of what I was almost going to say corrup-
tion, but T will say dishonesty on the part
of those who have received assistance from
the vote. The member for Boulder. liow-
ever, gave one instanee whiech was denied,
just as the charges which have been made
against the Lands Department have been
denied to-night. An aifempt was made
to cover it up, but through the persisi-
eney of the member for Boulder we did
get an inquiry, and we would not have
got that inquiry if one or two from the
Government side had pot raised ftheir
voices in protest. I think myself they only
raised their voices in protest berause they
did not think that the Mimister was going
to eome vut su badly, rather did they think
that the member for Boulder was making
a blunder and he was the individual who
was going to soffer. 'We had an inquiry,
and what did it prove? Tt proved that
that vote should not be in the hands of
the present Minister., The Berteanx ecase
has proved conclusively that the Mini-
ster is not worthy of the confidence re-
posed in him in administering a luwap
sam vote of that deseription.  beeause
Berleaux has been a pariicular friend and
a loyal supporter of that Minister. I re-
member on going out tn address a meei-
ing in that district where the monev was
to be =pent. and being told that [ had
arrived too late beeause Berteaux had ob-
tained all the money that was available.
The Minister for Mines: Why de you
iry to creale the impression that [ gave
that grant?
Mr. JORANSON: When all the cirenm-
stanves of the ease are taken into consider-
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alivn, and when it is realised that the
Attorney General would not take action,
it makes one think that there is running
a friendship through the granting of this-
loan and the method in which it was nsed
by Mr. Berteaux.

The Minister for Mines: Why do you
try to convey that impression?

Mr, JOHNSON: I convey that because
it is absolutely correct. I wounld not have
said one word of this had Berfeanx been
prosecuted by the Attorney General.
There is no question but that he wrong-
fully obtained the country’s money, and
that e wrongtully used it, and that be
made a false statement in connection with
it, and the fa¢t of Berteaux doing that
demands in the interests of clean admini-
stration, and in the public interest, that
he shonld be made an example of, but
when we find the Attorney General say-
ing, “No action 15 to be taken against
Berteaux,” then one is justified in remark-
ing that there is more behind all this than
has yet been brought to light by the in-
quiry, which was ihe result of the efforis
of the member for Boulder. I do not pro-
pose to go further into the Mines admini-
stration, but I want to say a few words in
connection with the Railway administra-
tion. 1 want first of all to refer to the
acfion of the Minister in refusing to re-
cognise the Officers’ Association becaunse
they were affiliated with other railway
servants, and to sav that those men are
juslified in their attack upon the admini-
stration, or 1 would say their eriticism of
it, because we find that when we met the
ex-Premier my conference and we raised
the guestion he, simply by a shrug of his
slhoulders =aid, “TWhat have you to growl
about; have T not recognised you”? The
then Premier conveyed the impression of
having recognised the Officers’ Association
sitfing side by side with these men they
are now aftiliated with, or as a matter of
fact they were affiliated with at that time,
hecause they both went as organisations
together 10 the Premier to disenss wages
and the general working eonditions in the
Railway Department. The Premier met
them and recognised them side by side,
and [ defy contradietion when I say that
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the then Premier conveyed the impression
_to these men and myself, and other mem-
bers present tbat he recognised the Offi-
cers’ Association even though they were
associated with the Railway Association,
and that consequently they should not
complain. But the then Premier went to
. England and immediately another attitude
was adopted by the Minister for Rail-
WaYS.

The Minister for Mines: They were no-
tified before the Premier left the State by
a paragraph in the Press.

Mr. JOIINSON : That may or may nol
be right, but it is apart from my point,
which is that the ex-Premier conveyed the
idea that these men were going to be re-
cognised, What is the position? The
officers desire to run their own association,
they desire to have an organisation com-
posed solely of officers in the Railway De-
partment, and I want to say that I believe
every worker, let him be a worker for the
‘Btate or a private individual, ought to
have the absolute right to form an asso-
ciation for his own protection. DBut they
formed their association,limited toofficers,
with the desire of consulting with the
other workers in the same industry, and
they said “We will affiliate,” and what
was their method of afliliation? Simply
that they were to appoint two or three
of their number to meet two or three from
the Railway Association to discuss matters
of mutua! interest, then to separate, to
take them back to their separate organi-
sations and disenss them and come {0 any

decision they in their wisdom thought
best.
The Minisier for Mines: To Lave a

Joint executive.

My, JOHNSON: You ean eall it that
if you wish. It was to be composed of
two or three men from each organisation
with no powers whatever further than to
consider matters, and refer them back to
their vespective organisations. Because
they desired to do that the Commissioner
backed np by the Ministry of the day
conveyed to them that enless they dis-
continued their association with the other
railway workers their organisation would
not be recognised. If this is persisted
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in what is to be the resuli? I have no

besitation in saying that the result will
be that if the Commissioner continues to
refuse to recognise ihe Officers’ Associa-

" tion he will compel those officers to join

the railway association and there will he
nothing to stop it.

The Minister for Mines: And come un-
der the Avbitration Aect,

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, and they would
all be associated in the one meeting,
Those men are being foreced into exactly
the same position, whieh is said to be un-
desirable, You say it is wrong for the
officer and those under him for the time
being to sit at the one meeting to discuss
matters of eommon interest, but they have
no desire to do that. They desire to be
protected against being forced into that
position, and because they take the aiti-
tude of protecting themselves against that
the Minister in defiance of what was
stated by the then Premier turns round
and says—

The Mipister for Mines: What did the
then Premier say?

Mr. JOHNSON : He said they would be
recognised. .

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no.

Mr. JOHNSON: He distinctly said
that. .

The Minister for Mines: Who {o?

Mr. JOHNSON: To the econference
that met him, and there were other hon.
members present. The members for Bal-
katta, North Perth, and North Fremantle,
as well as myself.

My, Bolton: That is so. :

Mr. JOHNSON: There is no doubt
ahont it; it is absolutely correct,  The
position we are in to-day is that the Mihi-
ster by persisting in his attitude, and the
Commissioner adopting the Minister's
policy, will compel these men to go into
one organisation and compel them to take
up that attitude they themselves feel is
undesirable, and which the Minster has
said is undesirable. If he wanis the offi-
cers to keep to themselves and discuss
their own business in their own ranks he
should recogmise them and the affiliation;
but if he persists in his present attitude,
which is absolutely wrong, I say he will
foree them into one organisation and will
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then be compelled to recognise them in
conjunction with the general workers in
the railway system.

~ The Minister for Mines: It is to be
hoped you give them better advice than
vou gave the iramway men.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am not sorry for
the advice I gave the tramway men; if
anyone is sorry it is the tramway com-
pany, for our experience has been very
profitable. Then, again, I want to know
trom the Minster why he persists in trans-
ferring married men to Merredin, where
he has not provided the slightest accom-
modation for these poor, unfortunate rail-
way servants. It is becoming a eommon
practice. They know perfectly well there
is ne private accommodation there, yet
the Government have provided no accom-
modation, notwithstanding which they cal!
upon the system’s workers in Perth to go
and domicile themselves at Merredin, with
the resnlt that they compel these men to
establish two homes. It is impossible for
them to take their wives and families, and
the nearest place to Merredin where they
ean secure a home is Northam, The Min-
ister has compelled them to leave their
wives and families in one home at Nor-
tham and go and establish another in
batehing fashion at Merredin. The work-
ers find it impossible to maintain two
homes on the wages they are reeeiving
and, consequently, they vefnse to go; and
they ask that the transference shonld he
reconsidered. But the terms on which it
is reconsidered are that they shall be stond
down for lwo years and shall not obtain
any further promotion. Tt is distinetly
anfair, and it deserves that the condemna-
tion of the country should fall on any
Minister who makes himself a party to
that sort of administration. There is just
ong other thing while the Minister is
making notes. 1 ask the hon. member to
make a note of this, in eonnection with his
friend Mr. Hedges, who we know has a
tract of couniry about Doodlakine, or
south of Kellerberrin, Daes the Minister
know anything about taking 22 Italians
from Kurrawang to Doodlakine and hack
again?

" Mr. Heitmann:

They would be only
about one crate.

871

Mr. JOHNSON: They came in a eov-
ered-in truck, not in a ecrate. But I want
to ask the Minister if he is aware that 23
Italians went down from Kurrawang to-
work that land, and went back in a cov-
ered-in truck labelled as goods and effeets.

Mr, Seaddan: Two tons. N

Mr, JOHNSON: I am informed—and
I want the Minister to make inquiries
and furnish a statement on this question
—I am informed that these 22 men went
back to Kurrawang in a eovered-in truck,
that they were labelled “two tons of
effecis,”” that inside the van they had their
stretchers and were sleeping on the way
from Doodlakine to Kurrawang, and on
the same train there were carriages which
were empty. The Australian or Britisher-
travelling in a eapringe has to sit up all
night, there being 1o sleeping aceommoda-
tion, and pay a passenger’s fare and be
in possession of a ticket; but these Ital-
tans eame in a covered-in trueck, bringing
their stretehers with them, and travelling
as two tons, of effects, The duty of the
Minister is to inquire into this matter and’
wmake a statement to the country.

The Minister for Mines: It
worlhy of notice.

Mr. JOHNSON: The declaration of its
not being worthy of inguiry makes me be-
lieve, knowing the Minister as 1 do, that
lie knows a great deal about it and
does not require to indquire. But he
conveys the idea that he will not inquire..
Why? Because he does not desire to
make a statement to the House. But [
demand that a statement be made as fo
this adminisiration of the Railway De-
partinent. Now, 1 propose to leave the
Minister for the time being and devoie
a little attention to the Colunial Seeretary,
We find that this bon. gentleman is de-
voting no atlention whatever to the ad-
ministration of measures that have been
passed by Parliament from time to time
to protect the peneral health and condi-
tion of the toilers in Western Australia.
Let us take one measure, namely, the
Early Closing Aet, which has been in
existénce for many years. 1t was passed
with a view to limiting the number of
hours over which shops should remain
open, and to protect the workers in the-

is not
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shops against unserupulous employers.
But to-day, while the Ministry have nof
ihe power to repeal a measure ihey are
opposed to, they arrive at the same end
by absolutely disregarding the adminis-
tration of that measure. The Act to-day,
or rather its administration, is as dead
as Julins Cesar. The Aect is alive and on
the statnte-book, but under the present
Minister the Aet has not been adminis-
tered, and will not be as long as that
gentleman holds his position. He has
flonted the desires of the people in the
province that returned him, and bhas
flouted the heaith and prosperity of the
community in the administration of this
Act and other measures, Take his action
in eonnection with the Saturday half-
holiday. I believe the people of the coun-
iry are favourable to the elosing of shops
at one o’clock on Saturday; because they
recognise under the present system it is
not in the best interests of the health of
the workers that they should remain ia
shops for such long hours; and the people
generally recognise it is not necessary in
the interests of the shopping community,
and that it is possible for them to de
their shopping, and for the shops to clo-e
early on Saturdays. But the Colonial
Seereiary pays most attention in this mat-
ter to the general welfare of the big men,
the big shopkeepers, the Brennans, the
Foy and Gibsons, and those who are op-
posed to Saturday closing. He has no
consideration for the employees in the
shops, but devotes all his attention to the
big shopkeepers. One could say exactly
the same of the Factories Aet. There is
no administration of the Factories Act
to-day. Charges were made some years
ago against the present Administration
on the score of want of attention to the
Factories Act, and charges were made of
sweating that could be avoided by a close
administration of the measure. A select
committee was appointed to investigate;
and while we could not get conerete in-
stances of sweating to the extent which
the charges had idicated, still we found
instances of sweafing. And even under
the Aet as it stands to-day, if adminis-
tered, that sweating ecould have been
avoided. We urged as a committee, re-
presentative of both sides of the House
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but the majority of which came from the
(Government side, that the Aect should he
amended in order to give the administra-
tion an opportunity of more closely pro-
tecting the bealth of those unfortunatle
girls and children employed in our fae-
tories. But we find that although the re-
port was unanimous, and urged certain
reforms, that report has been absolutely
disregarded and nothing has been done.
We pointed out the utter impossibility of
one or two inspectors administering the
Aect throughout the State, and especially
we urged that a lady inspeetor should be
appointed for special services, But we
find that nothing has been done, and to-
day tbe Factories Act is not, in my
opinion, as closely administered as it was
when that inguiry was sitting. Again,
we find an applieation of exactly the same
administration in conection with our hos-
pitals; we find the Minister totally dis-
regarding the lives and the health of the
people in the back ecountry. We find that
his desire is not to grant increased hos-
pital facilities, that he has no desire lo
offer greater protection to the lives of

‘those who are pioneering in our hack

blocks, Rather does he desire to elose up
the hospitals already in existence. Our
population is inereasing and the accidents
in our mines are inereasing, yet the Min-
ister, although a mining representative
limself, indicates that he intends to re-
duce gradually and surely the subsidy
given Lo these hospitals, with the result
that they will be compelled te close, and
we will have centres in the back blocks
with no hospital accommodation. We will
have an opportunity of speaking on the
Padbury bequest, because when we suc-
eeed with this no-confidence motion the
Ministry formed from this side of the
House will have to deal with that matter;
but the administration of that by repre-
sentatives from this side of the House
will be totally different from the pro-
posals of the Minister who, I trust, will
only be there for ancther few short days.
I desire to eriticise the administration of
the immigration vote which is placed
under the eontrol of this partieular Minis
ter. We find generally the whole of this
expenditure is from loan funds; the de-
tails in connection with immicration ear-
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ried out by the Colonial Secretary are
paid for out of loan funds, We find he
claims that the money is being expended
in gefting farm labourers; yet to-night
we heard the Premier ridiculing some of
the immigrants that have been secured by
this policy, and pointing out that they
had no experience of farming. Only a
few nights ago we were told that the im-
migrant bad to declare, and even demon-
strate, that he had had some farming ex-
perience in the old country. To-night
the Premier, to defend himself against
the attacks of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, said openly that these immigrants
had no farming experience; and he said
that although on the one haud the Gov-
"ernment claim to bring only farm labour-
ers into the country, when they come here
they bave to serve an apprenticeship. It
is this apprenticeship which is the most
pernicious part of the policy. No wonder
the big farmers are advocating the es-
tablishment of labour bureaux in the
agricultnral distriets. They find there is
a glorious opportonity of getting cheap
labour. They take these men irrespective
of their qualifications and put them on
their farms, and, like the Premier, they
propose to pay on resulis, and they are
the judges of the vesults. These poor un-
fortunate immigrants are engaged by the
farmers to be with them for a given term,
and the farmers say, “Yon do not know
mueh about the game, you will have to
serve an apprenficeship, and during the
serving of that apprenticeship you will
get little or no wages.” If they get 5s.
a week they are very well paid.

Mr. Underwood : According to the
farmers. )

Mr. JOHNSON: This policy of ad-
vertising the resources of the State, wis-
representing the State tv s very great
extent, reminds me somewhat of the
bona-fide section in our Licensing Act. If
a man bhas a thirst and wants a drink
badly he has to tell a lie to get one. We
find exactly the same thing in connection
with the immigration policy. Leefurers
are sent throughout England telling
stories and painting pictures that are not
borne out by facts, misrepresenting the
possihilities of the State and showing

873

piciures that are not truly representative
of Western Australia; and after paint-
ing & glowing picture they tell these men,
“You want to get out there, it is a glorious
eountry, but you have te say you are
farm labourers.” It is only a matter of
form, somewhat like the bona-fide section,
for the immigrant to go in and be ques-
tioned. He is asked, “Are you a farm
labourer?” and he says, “Yes,” and he
immediately gets assistance and comes to
Western Australia. We find he has ab-
solutely ne knowledge of farming what-
suever, and be is put on as an apprentice.
it is cheap labour for the farmers of this
State. Right here I waut to lay a charge
against the Ministry and partienlarly
against the Minister for Railways because
they are loading up the railway system
with immigrants, the same as the tram-
way company tried fo load up their sys-
tem with immigrants during the. indas-
trial trouble. We find in our railways
that the Australian is dismissed, his ser-
vices ave dispensed with, in order to make
room for immigrants. The new arrival
is placed on the railway system, and the
Australian, in some cases with large ex-
perience and who has been in the depart-
raent for some time, is dismissed in order
to create the vaeaney. One could say a
ereat deal more in conneetion with the
administration of the Colonial Seeretary’s
department, but I want to pass on. I
want to say a little now in connection
with the want of activity on tlie part of
the Adtorney General. The hon. member
is nsually asleep in the Chamber, but he
may possibly wake up for a few moments.
T think he sleeps half his time in his de-
pariment. T want te ask bim why it is
lie has not passed an amending Arbitra-
tion Aet. Why is it month after menth,
vear after year, we find the president of
the Arbitration Court pointing oat that
it is absolutely impossible to suceessiully
adininister the Arbitration Aet?  Only
last Thursdav reference was made to it.
Time after time he has appealed to the
Administration to pass an amending
measure; time after time they have dis-
regarded his request, and time after time
they have been responsible for bringing .
about  indunstrial trouble or industrial
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strife in this State. It has been said that
we, the workers, are responsible for it;
but we are only responsible when we find
we eannot get justice or we cannot get
copsideration from that measure. Take
the recent tramway strike, or tramway
trouble—strike if you like—why was that
trouble brought about? Simply because
we went to the Arbitration Court and
told the court of the injustice.that was
being done by the tramway company to
the workers in that industry—that the
company were making the minimum wage
the maximum. We asked for protection,
but we were told distinetly and defimtely
by the president of the court that he could
not protect us; that, while he had no de-
sire to see the minimum made the maxi-
mum, still, wrong thoogh it was in his
-estimation, he had no power to proteet
us. Yet we are told, when the Arbitration
Court will not protect us, we have no
right to protect ourselves. We would not
be men at all unless we entered a protest.
The worker under the Aet as it stands
to-day has only one opportunity or one
way of entering his protest. We adopted
that by ceasing work as a protest against
injustice. The Arbitration Aet was passed
at the ontsei to overcome difficulties of
this description, but we have found by
the administration of the measure that
it has not proved absolutely sufficient to
cover all the difficulties that meet hoth
the employer and the employee. In
order to overcome this the Administra-
tion have been asked time afier time to
amend the Aet. They refused to do it
The opporfunity has now gone, because
the Aect will he amended by gentlemen
from this, the Opposition, side of the
House. However, I lay this charge again,
that the Administration are responsible,
and they alone, for the tramway trouble
and several other labour trounbles that
have taken place in this State. 1 want
to have a few words to say in eonnection
with the late tramway trouble and in
conneetion with the fine that was inflicted
on me for aiding, or becanse I was sup-
posed o be aiding or abeiting a strike.
I have no desire to try to shield
myself, nor any desire to refuse to
accept the responsibility for any of

|ASSEMBLY.)

my actions, but I want to say that
the verdiet in this particular case
was distinetly vindictive, and I will
proceed to prove my statement. We find
there was a grave difference of opinion
as to my guilt on that oceasion. Two
gentlemen =at ob ke bench. One de-
tlared that [ was guilty of aiding and
abetting a strike; the oiher gentleman de-
clared otherwise aud, in giving his ver-
diet, delivered it ahsolutely on the evi-
dence that had been produced. On that
evidenee lie declared Lhat it should not
be ealled a strike under the interpreta-
tion placed upon a slrike hy the Supreme
Court of Western Australin. Where there
is a difference of opinion | am prepared
to admit the opinion of the police magis-
trate should prevail; but it was abso-
Intely vindietive, seeing that there was a
difference of opinion, for the police mag-
istrate to fine me the maximum penalty.
Al the oulset of the case he said he could
not hear it because I had already been
prejudged in the Full Court. but after
argument by counsel representing me he
said he was prepared to proceed with the
ease. Then after the evidence was heard,
in delivering his judgment, he started ont
by saying he was not going to be in-
fluenced by the opinions expressed by
Mr. Justice MelMillan, but he immediately
started to guote and he quoted time after
time from the Full Court’s decision to
justify his own verdict. He was not going
to be influenced by it, but he absolutely
quoted it to justify his verdiet. If he
was not going to be influenced by it then
he had no right to quote it; but if he
quoted it, after saying he would not be
influenced by it, it shows that he was vin-
dictive. Apart from that, the fact of bis
imposing the maximum penalty where
there was a difference of opinion on the
beneh demonstrated that it was a dis-
tinetly unfair and unjust verdiet; and
being satisfied that it was unjust and un-
fair, I decided 1 would not pay the fine.
There was an alternative of two months'
imprisonment for non-payment: and as it
was mny only way of entering a protest,
I decided I would rather do the two
months’ imprisonment than pay an ubn-
just penalty; but instead of proceeding
to imprison me, they decided to make me
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pay the penalty by placing the bailiffs in
my house. It has been stated by the
Press that the bailiffs were put into the
Trades Hall; if they had been put into
the Trades Hal they would have stayed
there, because nobody would have taken
any notice of them; but I was notified
that, if T did not pay, the bailiffs were
to be put into my home the next day; so
in order to proteet my wife and family,
T was compelled to pay this absolutely un-
just penalty. It may be asked, “Why did
von not appeal;” but T had already heen
judged in the Fuoll Court and found
gnilty,

Mr, Holman: Shame! )

My, JOHNSON: Found guilty on an
ex-parte application where there was not
the slightest evidence, absolutely no con-
nection of any deseription between my-
self and those taking action in that comt;
but T was declared to he guilty of doing
something in the nature of a slrike, and
I am asked why I did not appeal from
the polire conrt to a court where T had
nlready been prejudged. [ had no right
of appeal. Consequently there was only
one way of entering my protest, and that
was to go to Fremantle, but the Ministry
of the day were not game enough to at-
tempt to put me there and they decided
to sell up my few sticks, to harass my
family in order to compel me to pay a
few pounds. But what was the action
of the Ministry in regard to the tramway
company? If a member bas a politieal
meeting and he anticipates there are likely
to he some ugly questions asked, or that
there is 2oing to be any upposition, he
sends to the Police Depariment for a
policeman to protect the meeting against
a riot or anything of that deseription,
and if he does so he is told he may have
the police protection but he must pay
for that special protection. If there is a
pienie, a railway pienie, and we ask for
speeinl police protection, we have to pay
for it; we have to pay for this or for
any speeial service rendered by the police.
In the past it always had to be paid fm
by the persons makine the oo 1.
but what do we find in connection with
the tramway company? They asked for
special police protection to proteet black-
leos on the tramway cars, two on each
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ear, and yet we are informed by the Min-
istry of the day that they are not en-
foreing payment.

Mr. Scaddan: Every one of them has.
a free pass. :

Mr, Bolton: That is for the police pro-
tection,

Mr. JOHNSON: I wani the Attorney
General to deny that the Police Depart-
ment sent a bill to the tramway company
for the use of these policemen and that
the tramway company refused to pay the
bill and it was written off by (he Mini.
try of the day. T have been informed.
that this is correct, and it should he cor-
rect, because the regulations state that
Captain Hare shall send in those bills forr
special services rendered by the police tn
any individual or commpany. Consequently
Captain Hare, carrying out precedent,
carrying out the regmlations, the estab-
lished practice, shonld send the hill to the
company, and T am informed it was sent
in, hut the company rvefused fo pay it
and it was not enforced by the Ministry.
Where the worker is persecuted by an
unjust judgment. which is enforced even
althongh it means selling up a man's few
sticks, yet in conneetion with the Tram-
way Company a just claim i written off
by the Ministrv of the dayv.

Mr. Holman: They ean pay it and
make 1t worth their while,

Mr. JOHNSON : T wil! leave the Attor-
ney General at that. COne would pass on
to the Minister for Works. but one can-
not erificise that gentleman as far as ad-
ministrafion goes, because he has done-
nothing. T do not think he wili have the
opportunity of doing anything, so conse-
guently I will let him rest. Now we come
to the Lands Department. T desire to
offer some little eritieism of the malad-
ministration of that department. I have
done it before and I have been challenged.
I went through a board of inquiry into
statements T made in this House, and I
was able to prove ahsolutely more than
T had stated, with the resunlt that the offi-
cer was passed out of the serviee. My
statements of that time, like my state-
nents to-night, were not made against an
officer. ¥ had no desire to victimise the
officer when speaking on the matter be-
fore, My desire was to cast reflection at
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the administration of the department, be-
«puse after all we, as members, wust hold
the Minister responsible for anything
that happens in his department. It is
true we are justified at times in drawing
attention to the actions of special offi-
.cers, hut wenerally speaking, when we
criticise a department we rriticise the
Minister, and he should take the respon-
sibility of dealing wiih the officer with-
out eompelling a member of Parliament
to wo throngh an inquiry and so cast the
responsibility on the officer in order to
whitewash the Minister, [ have said, and
T want to vepeat it to-night, that the ad-
ministration of the Lands Department
during the ‘‘continuation” Government
Dias not been a success. We had Sir New-
‘ton Moore as Minister, and time after
time we had to eriticise his department.
'Then he had sense enough 1o realise his
went of capacity and he put the member
for Northam in the positim: of Minister
for Lands.

Mr, Underwood: That ~as to prove
there was someone worse than he,

Mr, JOHNSON: And he hias been sue-
-cessful, for bad as Sir Newton Moore was
the preseni Minister is dislinetly worse.
I am beginning to think that, with the
-changes of Ministers in that department,
things are getting decidedly worse with
-each change, I am beginning to wonder
whether we should not devote our atten-
tion to getting a new under-secretary and
see if we could not obtain a strong ad-
ministration and reforms from the under-
secretary’s chair,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Get some younger man
to take the position of under-secretary.

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, if we could get
new and yourg blood in that chair we
might get that administration which we
have failed to get from the different
Ministers who have controlled the de-
partment during the “eontinuation”
Government. First of all I wani to eriti-
eise the administration of the Minister
for Tands and Agriculture in connee-
tion with the expenditore of the vote
passed in this Honse for the establish-
ment of export freezing works at North
Fremantle. That vote was severely eriti-
eised in this Chamber, and more especi-
ally eriticised by the Press and the pas-
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toralists and producers of this country,
hut we found that the Minister, in order
to get the vote through, laid special at-
tention on the fact, and led this House
and the couatry to believe, that he wan-
ted the vote in order to establish freez-
ing works and abaitoirs for the export
of lamhs. Those of us who criticised
said the export of lambs was decreasing,
and that we had not arrived at the ex-
port stage. That statement was ridiculed
hy the Minister fur Lands, who pointed
ouf that we were producing considerably
more Lupbs every yvear, and that hecause
vf {he increasing production of lambs
the export would inerease. He pointed
oul that a thousand ot two had been sent
away the previons year, and that conse-
quently the inercase would bring about
the expurt of thousands more. As a mat-
ter of fact we find that the export has
decrensed, and thar last year it abso-
lutely ceased, not one head being ex-
ported. At the same tirne we find the
price of lamb per pound to-day is higher
than it was two or three years ago. In
my home we have paid this year as high
as 94, per pound for lamh; that was the
only oceasion we did so, for we have
not been able to pay suweh a high price
since.

Mr. Bolton: Want of nioney or lamb?

Mr. JOHNSOX: We ¢nuld not afford
to pay that price for meat. The price
makes il absolutely impossible to ex-
port lambs, consequently the evidence
brought forward by the Minister has
fallen to the ground. There are no lambs
to export now, so he turns round and
absolutely reverses ihe position. He is
not going to establish abafioirs and free-
zing works, but be starts at the other
end and ecstablishes sale vards. I am
mmaking this eharge, that the yards will
ouly go to help to build up the meat
ring that has been the curse of this coun-
try. and has been established at Robb’s
Jetty for years past. We find that the
stoek is taken to North Fremantle and
sold there. 1t is killed there, for it
has to go into the private abattoirs held
by the ring.

My, Angwin: Where is it killed when
it goes (0 Midland Junction?
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Mr, JOHNSON: .ic Midland Junetion
there are private abaitoirs, and there are
als¢ similar establishmenis seattered
aroind Perth and Bayswater. It is pos-
sible for the owners to slaughter their
eattle, not under the best conditions I
admit, but to slaughter them in private
abattoirs or sale yards controlled by men
outside the meat ring. The reverse is
the case at Fremantle, for the main abat-
toirs in and around Fremantle are con-
trolled and owned by the cattle kings
who have been representing the meat
ring of this country.

Mr. Angwin: Cattle go from Robb’s
Jetty and are sold at Midland Junetion.

Mre. JOHNSON: Some cattle go from
Robh’s Jetiy for sale, but that is during
the Kimberley season. e all know
that during a few months of the year
all the eattle received here come from
the North-West. They are landed at
Robh’s Jetty and some have been taken
to Midland Junction for sale. 1 have
no objection to Lhese catile staying at
North Fremantle. and I have no strong
objection to sale yards being established
there, but I do object to their being
established there before Government
abattoirs are constructed. The sale yards
being established there now are provided
in order to assist the meat ring that
has been a curse for so long. I have
this charge to make agaiust the Minis-
ter, that not only did be establish the
yards in order to assist the ring, but
he sabsolutely interfered with the only
opposition the ring possibly could gef
in this country, the opposition that was
created by the sales held in Midland
Jupction. We find that the Minister,
not eontent with establishing vards to
¢ome into competition with those yards
that during the pext week or two will be
munieipalised—he knows it has been the
established policy of the Midland June-
tion municipality for 12 months past to
.establish municipal vards—but ke haa
fixed the same day of the week and the
same hour for the sales at North Fre-
mantle as af Midland Junetion. T con-
tend that by comine inte competition
with the municipal coneern at Midland
Junetion and by taxing their very day
and hour, he elearly indicates that he
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created the yards in a vindictive spirit
in order to harass and hamper the Pro-
ducers’ Union and the sale vards at Mid-
land Junetion in the intevests of fhe
ereat meat owuers in and around Fre-
tantle, I want tnsay a little in connee-
tion with a few items of administration
or mal-administration of the Lands De-
partment, First I want to deal with the
administration of the immigration ‘vote
as from an agricaltural or lands point
ot view., The pamphlels issued in Lon-
don and published nnder the direetion
of the Government absolutely misrepre-
sent the position, and in eases are dis-
tinet falsehoords. The statement con-
tained in the pamphlet that special areas
are set aside for speeial communities is
wrong, \When if was written it was
known hy those responsible that it was
absolately ineorveet. Then it is5 stated
that one can get 160 acres of hotnestead
farm and, in addition, 2,000 acres of con-
ditional purechase land at 10s. an acre.
Tn the first place it is a lie to say oue
can get 2,000 acres in addition to 160
acres of homestead farm. One cannot
wet it. and the Minister knows it well.
1t is absolutely misrepresenting and mis-
leading immigrants who come from the
old country. Then one cannot get good
acrienlivral land at 10s. an aece here.
That is annther lie eireulated in the old
couniry and misleadine immigrants. One
would not care if that publication had
come out a considerable time back, but
it is dated in June and July last, and
has been eireulated <ince then. It was
cirenlaled during the time the then Pre-
nter was at Home, He knew the state-
ment was absolulely inecorrect, and yet
we find that it was not withdrawn or
cancelled from the pamphlet until the
cable was seni by the present Premier as
the ouleome of the charges wmade by the
leader of the Opposition. Now we find
it will be withdrawn. And vet we went
to the expense of sending thie then PPre-
mier to the old country to try and revise
the immieration policy and put Lhe Agent
General’s office in arder. Still that cir-
cular was published and distributed. and
ne effort was made to put the misstate-
ments right. As an outecome of that
the party known as the Clarke party,
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copposed of Mr. Clarke and family,
Vetteh and others. were induced to
eome  to  this ecuntry. They were
misled by the representations made,
they rame to this country as a result of

the advertisements, and the circalation of -

the statement that special areas had heen
set aside for the establishment of special
communities. They were distinetly told
in the old couniry that they eould come
to Western Australia as a party, and that
they could gel areas close {0 ane another
and farm as a_community. These people
were enconraged to sell their farms in the
old country, and they sold a emnsiderable
amount of their stock, but they bronght
with them a lot of their pedigreed stock,
and it was bronght here hecause of the
représentations made fo them by Sir New-
ton Monre, logether with the eirenlation
of the pamphlets which have been referred
to. When they came o Western Aus-
tralia they were dold that fhe statements
were wrong, aud that they could not get
a special area. The Premier tries to pass
“this affair over by saying that they are a
good family. T want to lestify to that
algo. and to declare that they are the best
agriculturists 1 have mel since the immi-
gralion policy of the present (tovernment
has been in force. We are told that this
Clarke party is a fine elass of immigrants.
and that they are typieal farmers, and
that Mr. Clarke himself is a fine old gentle-
man., and that they have heen fixed up. or
that a promise has been made 1o fix them
up. T want to know, however. who is
ooing to pay this unfortunate pariv for
the expense of keeping their family and
stock while they have been waiting do et
fixed up by the (lovernment who have
wisrepresented the position to them in
the old eountry. T venfure to assert that
it will take anything from £20 to £30 a
week to pay the expenses of this party,
the family and their stock. Yet it goes
on week afiter week that these unfortunate
people are put 1o this expense, and the
Minister for Lands lies back in his chair
and sleeps or grins beeause he bronght
there people ont under misrepresentation.
and now deelines to meet them fairly and
see that justice is done to them. It is
drae that he passed the matter over to the
Ttaily News, and it is troe that Mr. Love-
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kin interviewed them, and that Mr. Love-
kin said they wers a fine elass, but that
they ought to give the Government some
time to fix them up. Mr. Lovekin T ven-
ture to say &id not offer to contribute to
the expense that they were put to while
been kept waiting, This family have been
badly treated by the Government, and I
claim that this one action alone is suffi-
cient to condemn the administration of
the Lands Department and the presenmt
Minister if we had nothing else to bring
azainst ‘him. Those people were misled
and then put to great expense in this
eonntry, and they have had little or no
copsideration ‘from the present Adminis-
tration. | believe 1t is just that these
men slnuld receive an area, but at the
same time T want to point ont that if it
is given 1o them it is distinetly unfair to
the people of onr awn State. If special
areas ean he set aside thev should also be
set aside for the miners in our own State.
If the Gtavernment do this. it is wrong,
and if they Jdo not do it, it is a gross in-
justiee, bui I think, althongh it may be
wrong. these immigrants have a elaim
agzainst the Government, and in the in-
tevests of the agricultural industry this
family should receive early consideration
at the hands of the Government. They
have suffered srong enongh, and some-
thing should he done to reconp them for
the delay thev have been foreed to ineur
owing to the misrepresentation m the. old
conniry, and want of aetivity on the pant
of an incompetent Minister. Tet us look
into some other cases of administration.
Take the case of an application for a
bleck of land by a gentleman known as
Lilly. A zentleman named Spriggett ap-
plies for a block of land and he goes to
the statton-master T think at Doodlalkine—
which by the way is becoming a notorious
place—and induces him to witness an ap-
plieation form. This station-master was
not an olfficer appointed to withess forms,
consequently the applieation was informal.
It was not ceorrectly lodged. and it was
possible for Mr. Sprigeett to say any-
thing because the station-master was.not
appointed to take applications, and eon-
sequently eould not interrogate Spriggett.
The result was that the station-master
eould not certify that the application was
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correct, and Spriggett could make any
representation he liked. I do not infer
that Spriggett said anything that was un-
true, but the fact remains that the appli-
<ation was wrong. Another application
was put in by Lilly and his application
was refused and that of Spriggett was
gronted. It is pointed out that this is
wrong, and although this gentleman makes
repeated application for justice, and being
the otly applieant legally speaking, he
could get no satisfaction until he placed
the matter in the hands of his solicitor;
he is forced into an expense of that de-
scription before he ean get justice. Now
I understand ihat after ineurring this ex-
pense the grant of the area to Sp‘nggett
is to be eancelled and Lilly is to get it.
" The fact remains that Lilly has been put
to this expense, and he has been delayed
and harassed because the Minister has
not administered his department as he
should have done. There is another case
that I want to hring under the notice of
the Minister, and this reflects to an extent
on an hon. member of this Chamber, the
member for Roebourne, Mr, Oshorn. We
find that Mr. Osborn applied on the 30th
June last and was granted an area at
Geetarming of about 2,000 acres. One

block was under -Sechon 55, residence, and

the other under Sestion 56, non-residence,
and there was a bomestead farm. Mr.
Osborn evidently became dissatisfied, or
he got special information that there was
better land available somewhere else, and
he applied absolutely correctly for the
amendment of his application, and for a
transfer from Geetarning to Kumminin
area, and be it said to Mr. Osborn’s eredit
that he epplied for the very best block in
the Kumminin area. That is evident by
the fact that he applied for the dearest
block on which the Agricultural Bank ad-
vances the maximum amount. To amend
his application he would have te amend
1,000 acres under Seection 53, residenee

with the homestead, and the other,
nnder Seetion 58, When he goes
before the Tand Board for the

amendment, the Land Board vefuses to
grant him the block he applied for under
Seetion 55, but they grant him the block
he applied for under Section 56 providing
that he applies for it under Section 55.
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That decision of the Land Board was in"
valid, because at the time they gran
Mr. Oshorn the 1 ,000 acres under Seetﬁ.m
55 he hagd anohher under Section 55 u.t
Geetarning, Tt is impossible for any ma'h
to hold 2,000 acres under the same sec-
tion. To cover up Ethe blunder of the
Tand Board or the Minister, for the Min-
ister has to take the responsibility, the
area af Geetarning that really belonged
to Mr. Osborn was transferred illegally
to Mr. Raisbeck. On the 9th the land
helonged to Mr. Osborn, and on the 13th
the land was granted to Mr. Raisheck,
This area should have been gazetted. Tt
was impossible for the area to he gazetted
between the 9th and the 13th, and there
was no opportunity for anyone to make
an application, but I want to ask the
Minister how did Raisheck know that the
area was open for selection?

My, Collier: He had a friend at court.

Mr. JOHNSON: He must have had a
friend at court, and lie must bave been
informed that the member for Roebourne
had got the land illegally from the depari-
ment. At the time it was granted, the
member for Roebonrne had two blocks,
and Mr. Raisbeck was granted the area
four days after the time it had belonged
to the member for Roehourne. Mr. Osborn
could not transfer the land himself to
Raisheck because he had only had the
area for two and a-half months. TIf the
Minister agreed to the transfer lhe did
what was absolutely wrong. To-day,
legally speaking, the block at Geetarning
helongs to Mr. Osborn, and it has also
been granted in Mr. Raisbeck. Mr. Os-
born also owns, according to the deecision
of the land bhoard, another 1,000 acres
under the same section at Wunminin, and
[ want to know how it is that an hon.
memher of this Chamber or anvone else
ran hold two hloeks under the same ser-
tion. and how Mr. Oshorn and M. Rais-
heek can own the same bloek. The point
I want to make is this: one of the appti-
eants—and there were 33 applicants for
{Lis hloek that the member for Roehourde
uot—was a gmenuaine settler who had sold
his farm and come to this Stat: dn the
advice of our Melbourne agency. His
nane iz Mr. Molloy, and he was an appli-
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eant for this block, and realising the in-
justice that had been done protested
against it by petition. He appealed
against the decision of the land board to
His Excellency the Governor, and sines
the petition had been presented Mr. Mol-
loy has been waiting patiently to find out
what the result is. He knows by the read-
ing of the Act that the land cannot be-
long to Mr. Osborn, and as one who has
appealed against it he has the onportunity
of seeuring it but we find that the Mini-
ster is absolutely divregarding that peti-
tion, and as far as 1 can gather, ahsolutely.
vothing has been done.
planation in eonnection with this particu-
Jar rransaction.

The Minister for Lands: When was the
petirion handed in?

Mr. JOHNSON: That is jusi it: the
Minister does not know anyihing at all
abont his own department. I have miven
the date that Mr. Oshern got the Geet-
arning area. that was the 30th June, and
somewhere about the 9th Sepirmber the
Kumminin area was granted. T cannot
eerlify to the correetness of the dater, but
they are near enongh for the Minister.
Reference has been made to-night to
Myers case, a ease of dummying, and if
youw. Sir, have read the papers von know
something abont fhis partienlar trans-
artion. T am not satisfied with the reply
given or the details submitted in at-
tempted refutation of the charze made by
the leader of the Opposition, hnt I do
not propuse to go any further into this
case. There is a good dea! morve to be
said in connection with it, but other hen.
members know more about it than I do.
and, consequently. I will Jeave it to them.
Auather matter T want some explanation
npon is this practice of aeccapting £1 de-
posit for areas of land in order o secure
them from the applications of other peo-
ple. I have had instances guoted to ine,
and the Minister no doubt will know of a
number. where an application is made for
a Mock of land. but the applicant is in-
formed that it is not open to selection,
that a prior applieation has been lodged
and £1 deposit paid. That £1 deposit is
Weenl nnder the Aet, vet it is practised in

Y want an ex--
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the Lands Department to-day, and I want-
an explanation of it. I want lo know
how it is that if T apply for a bluek T have
to pay the full fees in accordance with the
Act—quite right, too—while there are
others who can pay £1 deposii and pro-
teet the land from selection by other peo-
ple.  Then I also want to point ont to
the Chamber something I was not in pos-
session of uniil quite recently, namely,
that the flora and fauna reserve upon
which we prided ourselves as beirg a
glorious avea of forest, sometbing as a
stand-by for the people of the State, has
not been made a Class A reserve. 1 was
always under the impression that that
area wes absolutely safe, that it was im-
possible tor the DMinister to frifter it
away; but 1 find it is not so. T'he Minis-
ter promised when we went to lhe ex-
pense of building a railway to upen up
that eountry. that it would be declared a
{'lass A veserve, and T have no hesitation
in saving that the Minister shonld have
immediately created it a Class A reserve.
Yet nothing has been done, aud in my
opinion it ts absolutely unsafe to leave
this flora and fauna reserve in the hands
of the Minister any longer to fritter away

in the granting of areas.

The Mimster for Mines: Who first

granted an area of it?

Mr. JOHNSOXN: [ did. And 1 wonld
grant an area again to small, siroggling
mtll owners who were endeavouring lo
compete against the combine.

The Minister for Works: You could
not do that with a Class A reserve.

Mr. JOHNSON: But in those days
there was no railway eommmnicaiion and
the area was not opened up; i was only
possible for small mills to be ereeted
there, and I granted the area to some peo-
ple who had a small mill in the vicinity.
They had praectically cut out, and if we
had not given them the area we would
have limited the competition. As the re-
sult of our aection we have to-day a pri-
vately owned concern suecessfully operat-
ing against Millars’ Company.

My. Bath: They had the reserve be-
fore, but the eombine brought pressure
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on the James Government aund il was
taken away from them.

Mr. JOHNSON: However, the hon.
gentleman can refer to that phase of the
question later. ¥ want to point out that
Millars’ vrecently established in ecluse
progimity to this area one of the most
expensive mills that have been erected in
the State. This, too, in an area almost
if not absolutely eut out. T thought there
was absolutely no danger from the estab-
lishment of that mill, beeause I believed
that before they could get an area of this
flora and fauna reserve it would have to
come bhefore the Chamber, and hon. mr:ra-
bers would have an opportunity of pro-
teeting the country against the expans.on
of this comthine, But we find now that we
have absolutely no protection wuatever,
and that the reserve is absolutely at the
merey of the Minister, who counld grant an
area of it without consulting members as
to their desires. That reserve shoild be
put under Class A, and I trust that one
of the first acts of the new Ministry will
be to so protect it against being fritted
away by Ministers now that it l'as been
opened up by railway communiecation, Re-
ference has been made to the seeuring of
a certain area by a M. Conrt, and some-
thing has been said of a member of this
Chamber having offered it for sale. I
have no grievance against that member
for offering it for sale; the grievance ¥
have is the faet that Mr. Court’s appli-
cation was put in two or three days too
Tate.

Mr, Seaddan: One day.

Mr, JOHNSON: Well, it went in after
applications had closed. There were other
applications for the area and though

Mr. Court was late, still on the
instrunetions, T understand, of Mr.
Farmer, the application was admit-

ted and was sent on to the land
board, and Mr, Court, the man who was
late, secured the land.

Mr. Seaddan: With Mr. Farmer as
chairman of the board.

Mr. JOHNSON: However, this is a
matter of such importance that the pass-
ing reference and wave of the band given
to it by the Premier is not sufficient. We
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want further information, and the Minis-
ter will be ealled upon to supply it. If
the Minister wants another case for his
pencil let him take that of Mayford, who
journeyed to Northam to secure an area
of land. In the beginming ke was in-
formed the land was vacant, but when he
arrived at Northam he was told that one
MeCorry had seeured it. Mr. Mayford
made inguiries and found that MeCorry
was not 16 years of age, and that
he had made a false declaration
and was not entifled to hold land.
Mr, Mayford made complaint to the
Lands Department, and it was found
that MeCorry was under 16 and
was not entitled fo secure the land.
Yet up to date—and this happened some
time ago—as far as I ean gather, Mr.
Mayford has received no satisfaction, T
want to know how it is all these eases are
going on9 We have had a few given in de-
tail by the Premier to-night, and while &
few of these are brought under my notice
there must be scores of others. Conse-
quently 1 say these cases go fto prove
that we have not a competent Minister in
the Lands Department. Then there is
another block near Woolundra.

The Minister for Lands: You must
remember there are 43,000 of them.

Mr. JOHNSON: A gentleman in this
town, hearing there was an area open
for selection in that distriet, applied for
it. When he made application he was
told it was not available, that it had
been granted. A day or two afterwards
another man made application for the
same block and secured it. The amusing
part of the whole affair is that the first ap-
plicant, who was told that the land was
not available, has it in his possession
to-day for sale for £350. It seems that
the seeond applicant secured the land
whieh had been refused to the first, and
put it in the hands of the first appli-
cant for sale for £350. T wani to say
a little in econneetion with that Watheroo
area, which was thrown open for selec-
tion recently.

Mr. Heitmann:
ingly on this.

Mr. JOHNSON: I do pot know. T
am like the member for Roebourne; I

You ecan speak feel-
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am applying for ap amendment. But
so far as my amendment goes it will
be fair and square. WNow, what can we
see in connection with Watheroo area?
There is no doubt that the member for
Subiaco, if he knows anything abont
land, will agree with me that the whole
of the valuations placed on that land are
absolutely ridiculous. The area is not
the high class it was represented by the
Minister and an officer of the Lands
Department. That piece of land was ab-
solutely boomed. But apart from the
booming, T absolulely decline io take
the valuations placed upon those various
blocks as heing the valnations placed
upon them by the officer classifying the
land, T am of opinion that the land was
s0 successfully boomed thdt the prices
placed on it by the clossifying officer
would have demoustrated that the boom
was not justified, and the Minister, in
order to justify the Booming of the land,
increased the priees of the various blocks,
he himself not having visited it. 1 de-
eline to believe that any praetical man
could place the values on those blocks
which were placed on them by the Min-
ister. We find that various men have
thrown up their blecks. Personally I
am trying to get rid of the one allotted
to me. I did not get the block allotted
to me with my eyes shut. I applied in
the tirst place, and I ¢lamned that the
eutting up of that particular area was
too small—all the blovks were too small.
The Agrienltural Departinent lays it
down that it is of no use any man taking
less than 1,000 acres. In order to get
that prineiple eclearly established. I
moved a resolution last session to affirm
it. The Minister agreed to the resolu-
tion and said that if the resolution were
not enforced he would guarantee that
the land board would be instructed not
to grant any area less than 1,000 arres,
and that the Lands Department wounld
work in with the generally aceepted prin-
ciple of the Agricaltwral Bank. But we
find that in the Watleroo area not one
block comprised 1,000 aeres; a number
of them were just about 500 or 600 acres
in size. Realising Lhey were all too small.
but never havingr applied before, and
wishing to get an area biz enough. T ap-
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plied for two blocks. I told the land
board—and they agreed with me—that
one bloek was too stnall to absolutely
guarantee success. I applied for the
bleck granted to the wember for Subiaco.

Mr. Bolton: So did T

Mr. JOHNSON: 1 told the land board,
and they represented to me that possibly
they would only grant single blocks, I
admit that the block secured by the mem-
ber for Daglish—that is the troest word
1 have spoken to-night—I admit the
black pranted to the member for Subiaco
was one of the best in the area, and
owing to the mission land being, accord-
ing to the Gazette, open for selection,
it was possible for the man who got that
bloek (o extend his area. T told the
board that if they granted me that block
I would take it and endeavour to in-
creasc my area, but that they were not
to grant me the other block, becanse it

was  impossible to  make a  livng
on it It is  two-thirds sand
plain, and poor sand plain at that.

But it was granted to me. ‘Throughout
this country I have been abused as seeur-
ing one of the best blocks in the area.
To-day T am absolutely Licking myself
that the land board granted it to me and
beat me for £6 or thereabouts. I did
not want the block, never did want it,
and now 1 am trving to protect my £6
by applying for a transfer or an amend-
ment of the area to some other loeality
where I ean get about 1,000 acres of de-
cent land on which T ean make a suceess
of farming. The point I want to make
is that this land was unjushy boomed and
that the price is distinetly unfair. If
the Ministry do not reduce this price it
is abselutely impossible for these unfor-
tunate men struggling or the area to
make a suecess and pay their way. 1
will not give much adviece to the member
for Subiaco in the future, but I do ad-
vize him to get rid of his area at an
early date or to extend it, otherwise he
will be a failure in farming as he has
been in politics. T do not desire to give
any more details or any wore instances
of the want of attention on ihe part of
the present Minister contrelling the Lands
Department ; bat after all, we are told by
that influential journal, the West Aus-
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tralian, that the more instances we give
of maladministration the wnore evidence
we give of suceessful administration.
They say, “Judge the Lands Department
by the number of the blunders.”

Mr. Heitmann: If they -were all blun-
ders it wonld be a huge sunecess.

Mr. JOHNSON: That is exactly what
we were told by the leading article in the
journal recently. 'Was ever a more ludi-
erous statement made! But it was not
made in the form of a stalement, it was
made in the form of an argnment. “The
argnment was that we are to judge the
successes of the Lands Vepartment by
the blunders that are made., WBefore leav-
ing the Lands Departmeni, I want some
explanation from the Minister as to how
it is we have lost the services of that
qualified gentleman, Professor Lowrie. It
is passing strange that only a few short
months ago the Minister was eclaiming
great credit fov the fact that he had se-
cured the services of so valauble a gentle-
man,’

Mr. Foulkes: And that his arrival
would increase the value of the land by
£1 per acre.

Mr., JOHNSON: I am not going into
details, but the fact remains that the Min-
ister was claiming speecial eredit becanse
he had secured the services of that gen-
tleman. Yet, to-day, when we have only
got that gentleman, highly gualified as he
is, one of the best aufhorities in Austra-
lia, just got him used to Western Aus-
tralia and able fo establish the industry
on a firm footing, just when we had De-
gun to feel the advantage of his appoint-
ment, we find he leaves us and goes to
another State. Sofficient explanation has
not been given. As a matter of fact T
have seen no explanation, and I am in-
clined to think that the going of Profes-
sor Lowrie is due to some action on the
part of the Minister, I want the Minister
to explain.

The Minister for Lands: You are quite
wrong,

Mr. JOHNSON : Well, T wanot the Min-
ister to explain matters. Tt is a great
loss to Western Australia. T would have
liked to see the Minister leave the State.
I am distinetly sorry to see a highly quali-
fied gentleman like Professor Lowrie leave
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it. The Premier, in speaking, criticised
the leader of the Opposition for referring
to a Redistribution of Seats Bill that he
had never seen; but we know that many
caucoses of the Government party have
been held to consider this particular mea-
sure, and it is an open secret that the
wmeasure is being framed, not with a de-
sire to give adequate representation to
the people of the State, bnt rather to
gerrymander the electorates to prevent
the Opposition from gaining a majority
at the next general election, There is
only one way to get an honesi redistribu-
tion of seats under the present Adminis-
tration, and that is for the matter fo be
referred tn special commissioners, as is
done by the Commonwealth Parliament.
We, as & party, are not opposed to a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. We recog-
nise, and it is generally recognised in the
State, that a redistribution should bhe
made before another appeal to the coun-
try. But what we ohjeet to is a redis-
tribution of seats being made for party
purposes rather than to give proper re-
presentation to the people. We know
from the caucuses that have been held
and from the information gained that the
present Government are framing the Bill
as a party measure to increase ihe
strength of their party, or to prevent the
party on the Opposition side from get-
ting a majority, and it is because of thatl
we crificise the Redistribution of Seats
Bili. Bot it is wrong to say thai he-
canse of this eriticism we are opposed
to a redistribution of seats. Again we
are told that it was only an oversight on
the part of the Premier to leave out of
his policy of Bills 10 be passed this ues-
sion, as outlined to the House. the Bill
for the reform of the Legislalive Couneil;
but the fact of its being left out when
those Bills were being gqutlined to (e
Chamber is clear evidence of the serious-
ness of the Ministry in this regard. It i3
a sort of secondary consideration to them.
For five years eontinuously they have been
promising this measure of reform of the
Legislative Council, but I am inclined to
think that they have neglected this too
Iong, and that their opportunity has gone,
and that the Bill that will be introduced
will be a Bill for the abolition of the
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Legislative Council. I am satisfied that
the people of the State to-day want the
abolition of the Legislative Couneil. They
do not want the reform proposed by the

Ministry.  They recognise that the
£25 qualifieation is as bad as and
not worse than £15 qualification.

The same arguments that ean be ad-
vanced against a £15 qualifieation ean
be advanced against a £25 qualifica-
tion. While in the past the people were
content to take some measure of reform,
ever so little, they are not conteut to take
that to-day because they have some other
method of getting justice. They recog-
nise now that they can allow the Legisla-
tive Council to go on as it is deing and
that they can gradually, but surely, trans-
fer the method of control to the Federal
Legislature, where we have two Chambers
representative of the people. The reason
why the Federal Parliament’s administra-
tion of affairs in Australia is growing is
because of the faet that the Legislative
Couneils are in existence. There is only
one way of stopping that growth. Per-
sonally T am opposed to it, but I will
always support it while our Legislative
Council is in existence. While we have
a section of members representing a sec-
tion of the people in the position of
blocking the general progress and pros-
perity of the whole of the people, then
I say in the interests of the people we
are justiied in going to the Federal
Parliament for that protection that we,
as representatives in the State,, should
be able to afford the people. Bui the
people are not se anxious now for
the reform: they say what they want
is abolition and if they do not get it then
gradually and surely by referendum they
will extend the Federal eontrol. What
has been the poliey of the present “eon-
tinnation” Government? Their planks
are these: 1, land alienation; 2, railway
construetion; 3, immigration. 1 would
ask any hon. member what is left after
taking those three points out?  With-
out them the members of the Ministry
conld not deliver a speech. All speeches
delivered by Ministers consist of land
alienation, construction of railways and
immigration.  The land alienation has
been demonstrated to be a scandal by the
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instances quoted by the leader of the
Opposition and a few quoted by myself.
We find that in their land alienation
policy they are not doing justice to our
lands, that tlie administration of the de-
partment is a seandal, and that the sooner
it 18 1aken out of the hands of the Gov-
ernment the belter for the people of the
State. Then as to their railway policy,
that is outlined by the speech read by
the Premier to-night and made by him
at the time he criticised the policy of the
then Premier and now his eolleague, the
Minister for Works. Then there was the
speech delivered by the present Minister
for Works with regard to that question.
It was one of the truest things he ever
said. In that speech the member for
Subiaco pave the lie direet to the Ministry
in eounection with their claim that they
initiated the poliey of agricwltural rail-
way construction. That speech is, thank
goodness, oh record and cannof be denied,
seeing that it was delivered by one of the
Government’'s own supporters. Apart
from that we find the Premier, in his
criticism of the then Government policy,
ridieuling that policy and for that very
poliecy he is now eclaiming be should re-
ceive speeial eredit and consideration for
having introduced it. The Daglish Gov-
ernment proposed that those railways
should be eonstructed after having been
submitted to a speeial board of advisers
appointed by et of TParliameut, who
would report lo Parliament. Year after
vear we have criticised the Ministry's
agricultural railway poliey, not because
we were opposard {o the policy, but be-
cause special areas were singled out for
constderation to the detriment of other
areas. As n malter of fact we know, and
it was eommon knowledge, that all the
railways for years past led to Bunbury.
Now that Bunbuiry is absolutely served
we find the Ministry of the day adopting,
in a limited sense, the policy outlined by
the Daglisk Ministry, and which was
ridicnled by the present Premier. .\
board has been establishud, but that prin-
ciple is only one-half the one outlined by
the Daglish GGovernment, and one-half
what is required by this country. The
board is established by Cabinet and re-
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ports to Cabinet. The board we want is
one established by Parliament and to re-
port to Parliament. We want this rail-
way advisory board to be as free to eriti-
cise as the Anditor-General, or the Publie
Service Commussioner. We want it to
be the servant of Parliament the same as
the Auditor-General, and until we get
that we will not get a fair consideration
given to the agricultural areas of the
State. Take immigration, another plank
of the Government’s platform. The Gov-
ernment claim that the immigration policy
has heen a sucecess, becanse they are intro-
dueing inte this conntry men with capital,
men with experience, who go on to the
agricultural areas. The Premier to-night
distinetly staled that was absolutely in-
eorrect. In all the instances he gave he
clearly proved that the men introduced
to this eountry were not experienced agri-
eulturists. He went to the extent of ridi-
ceuling Mr. Moor. Why? Because he had
the temerity (o criticise the present Ad-
ministration. We know of other instances
where, when it suits the Government ad-
versely to eriticise an immigrant, they
turn around and say he was not an agri-
culfural labourer and had no experience,
while in the next breath they claim speeial
eonsideration for their policy, because it
has meant the inireduction of agrienltural
Jabourers. Again, in counection with the
immigration policy, when one points out
where an linmigrant comes into competi-
tion in the towns when he should be work-
ing in the agrienitural areas, if he were
bronght here unnder the policy outlined
by the Government, we are told he is not
an immigrant, and why? Aeccording to the
Colonial Seecretary, because his passage
was not paid by the State. What is the
difference? Is a man not an immigrant
who is induced by pictures painted by the
ex-Premier when in London, by lectures
delivered by Mr. Ranford and others, by
pamphlets distributed misrepresenting the
conditions altogether of Western Aus-
tralia, simply because his passage is not
paid? These men are induced to come here,
and whether their passages are paid or
not they are immigranis in the true sense
of the term. We find, however, that in
reply to statements made by myself and
others as to a number of immigrants
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working on the irams and working on the
railways, and other places, Ministers say
through the Press that on inquiries being
made it is fonnd they are not immigrants,
beeause their passages have not been paid.

Mr. Collier: Because they pay their
own way.

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes. All these men
have been induced by representations
made by the representatives of the
Goverument, or by the ex-Premier, to
come here, and are immigrants in
the truest sense. Those men are brought
here by misrepresentation; they are told
they will be met on the boat with open
arms and that employers will he ready fo
employ them. They arve told the mini-
mum rate of pay is 9s. a day, and that
wenerally the conditions of the worker in
Western Australia form a veritable para-
dise. They are brought here, and on a1-
rival at Fremantle they find they cannot
get employment, with the result that they
are gradoally but survely taking the places
of workers in the industries in the towns,
At fivst they ave picked up by the Govern-
ment agent, and if they complain they are
sent to the agrienltural distriets. ‘They
are put on by agrieulturisis as appren-
tices, and they find they are only paid os.
or 10s. a week and, not having sufficient
to live on, being dissatisfied with t{he
wages compared with what was repre-
sented to them in the old conuntry, or as
compared with what they reeeived in the
old country hefore being indnced to come
here, they gradually drvift back to the
towns, with the vesult to-day that T make
this statement, and say it advisedly, that
the mmmigrant is gradually bui surely
taking the place of the Australian worker
in the towns, While the British impi-
grant is coming in at Fremantle, the Aus-
tralians are leaving Fremantle. They are
gradually and surely being squeezed out.
When we make these criticisms we do not
mgke them with any desire to cast a reflec-
tton on the immigrant. I have no griev-
ance againgt the immigranis; they are
Britishers, and as such I will give them
my hand of weleome. T criticise because
these unfortunates are beinz brought here
under misrepresentation, and having been
brought here under misrepresentation they
have my sympathy, and one is forced to
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ertticise in order to try and get the Min-
istry to realise their blunders and alter
their methods. Consequently we find that
the lands administration is lacking, that
the railway eonstruction is only the adop-
tion of other people’s poliey, and that the
immigration policy is a failure. The three
main planks, or the only planks of the
platform of the Government have been
proved in this debate to have been abso-
lutely stolen or badly administered, and
for that reason we have launched this no-
confidence motion which I elaim hon.
members on the Ministerial side of the
Huuse to a great extent will e forced
to sapport if they use their judg-
ment: but it is possible that the
whip will crack and that party in-
fluence will be brought to bear. As a
matter of fact the TWest Australian news-
paper, which is running this Government,
which is apologising every morning for
the blundeis of the Government and exag-
gerating their suceesses, dictate to hon.
members on the Ministerial side, and this
morning this newspaper told them that
they must not spealk. that they mnst remain
silent during this debate. The article was
inspired by the Ministry, whe vealise that
if these gentlemen speak. their own con-
vietions will guide them, and they will be
compelled to eriticise the present Adminis-
tration. Although hon, members have
spoken one way, and have voted in an-
other way, it i5 too near the general elec-
tion to du that now, and if they got np o
speak they wounld have to criticise the
Grovernment and having done that they
would be compelled to support the mo-
tion. We know that the majority of this
Chamber are against the present Admin-
istration, and we know that the majority
realise the ineapacity of the present Min-
istry, and thev know that the Premier is
the same gentleman that the people of
this eountry demonstrated they had ne
confidence in in 1901. 'There is no change
now, and the people know that this Min-
istry cannot be lefit alone, and that they
will not administer the affairs of the State
with justice to all, and eonsequently while
the Ministers by lip phrases say they
represent all seclions and that they are
going to administer justice irrespective of
all parties. we know fhat this is only a
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lip phrase, and we know that in actual
practice it has not been so in the past.
In the present Premier we will not have
that successful administration which we
had under Sir Newton Moore. I elaim
that we are justified in bringing forward
this motion in order to give the members
opposite an opportanity of veicing their
opinions, and of voting aceordiny to their
convictions., It i1s possible that having
been dictated fo by the West Australian
and having the whip cracked aronnd them
they will say “We know they are wrong;
we know that they are not administering
the affairs in the hest interests of the
State. nevertheless we will stick to them
and chance it at the next general elec-
tions.” [ want to warn these hon. gen-
tlemen that they have the opportunity of
saving their skins on this motion. T no-
tice the member for Swan is grinming;
he is one T am making special reference
to. The peeple of his constitueney have
no confldence in the present administra-
tion and if he represents the views of his
congtituencyr he will be found voting with
this motion. T1f he disremards the motion
and voies according to his own partienlar
interests, disregarding the opinion of his
constitnents, he will get short shrift when
he goes np for election early next year.
There are two more members opposite
who are shaking; the member for East
Perth has been shaking ever since the de-
bate started; he is so shifty that he has
beon jumping about from seat to seat, and
I would not be swrprised if there is a seat
vaecant on this side of the House, to find
the hon, member jumping over here. I
will give him credit for that. That hon.
gentleman realises his position: he has
a conscience aml recognises that the peo-
ple of his constitueney are supporting the
moiion and he feels as a representative of
the people that he should follow them.
Recognising that, the hon. member should
vote in favour of the motion. The hon.
member for Geraldton is a little more
indifferent. He owns a little farm which
he has to develop. and he says “I will go
on and stiek to the present Ministry, build
up my farm and get ready to go farming
when the general elections are taking
place.” He is pot anxious to eontinue
his politieal career.
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Mr. Carson: What do yon want a farm
for?

Mr. JOHNSON: In order to increase
my ineome. Then hon, gentleman, I feel
sure, realises his position, and although he
is going to vote for the Government, he
will do so because he feels he has some-
thing to fall back on, and -that the farm
has been his friend and is better than
polities. In eonclugion { want to say
that 1 have no confidence in the present
administration. I am satisfied T am voic-
ing the opinion of the majority of the
people ol this State that they are only
representalives of a special class, and
that they ave sacrificing the health and
prosperity of the general masses in the
interests of a select few, that their con-
sideration is for the big wmen, the men af
the top, while the poor men at the bot-
tom rung of the ladder are receiving little
or no consideration. If yon want proof
of that you have only to look at the ad-
ministration of those measures under the
Colonial Secretary who cares not for the
lives and happiness and welfare of these
poor unfortunate women and children
who are struggling and toiling in our
shops and factories. When the Govern-
ment disregard these people they will dis-
regard any toiler. Apart altogether from
what the Premier states that he vepre-
sents the worker, and that he desires to
do justice to the worker, we know that
his nature will not permit him te do jns-
tice to the teiler, and that his own Min-
istry have no vegard for this elass. I
did think that the hon, member for
Subiaco had some regard for the struz-
glers at the bottom of the ladder, but even
that hon. member is prepared to sacriftee
those people in the interests of his own
salary. The time will ecome, even though
we may not be suecessful when a division
is taken on this motion, when the people
will have a voice and give this Government
short shrift, If a vacaney is not created
by this vote. the people will creafe it. and
then we will have a Ministry who will do
justice to every seciion, every industry,
and every part of Western Aunstralia.

On wmotion by Mr., Trov, debate ad-
Journed. :

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at L0
p.to, and read prayers.

QUESTION — BRIDGE CONSTRUU-
TION, MURRAY RIVER.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Works: 1. Has the sum of £30 been
patd to a My, Dwm for counstrueting a
bridge over the River Murray? 2, Did
the road boards concerned vecommend
such payment? 3, Did any engineer or
officer of the Publie Works Department
recommend such payment?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) veplied: 1, £3% has been
paid to Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn. 2, The
Drakeshrook roand board recommend that
“some consideration” should be made lo
Mrs. Dunn.  The Murray road boeard did
not approach lhe Department. 3, Yes

QUESTION—ZAMIA PALM ERADI-
CATION.

My. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Ts elearing of zamia pain
on C.P. land counted as improvements,
the same as York Road poisen? 2, if
not, why not?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands) replied: 1, Yes, on production
of a certificate, sigued by an inspector of
lands, stating the cost of the work prior
to eradieating this peison. 2, Answered
by Nao, 1.

-

QUESTION—MEMBERS OF PARLIA-
MEXNT ON CENTRAL BOARD OF
HEALTH.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Are all members of the Central



